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A life-long lover of nature, Christy is ready 
to take BYLT’s youth programming to the 
next level, offering more opportunities for 
young people to unplug and get outdoors.

Meet BYLT’s New Youth 
Program Director:  
Christy McCracken   With community support, Burton 

Homestead could become the ideal 
nature center offering a wide range 
of programming.

Burton Homestead – 
Then and Now

Looking to the Future: 
A Nature Center

Today Francis Burton’s dream is 
kept alive year after year as new 
generations of conservationists 
explore, learn and thrive at this 
beautiful outdoor classroom.
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MISSION

Bear Yuba Land Trust exists to create 

a balance between nature and the 

needs of the people who make a 

life and a livelihood here. This is our 

home. Our mission is to enrich the 

deepcommunity connection with our 

land—today, tomorrow, and forever.
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Environmental educators say there is a growing disparity between the time kids spend indoors using a computer, 
watching TV, or playing video games, and the unstructured time they spend outside enjoying nature.   

If they go outside at all, it tends to be in organized, group sports 
activities.  Only about 10 percent say they are spending free time 
outdoors every day, according to a new nationwide poll led by The 
Nature Conservancy.  A lack of access to and interest in nature keeps 
kids from experiencing the outdoors, the poll revealed.  

It is a myth that rural kids have more access to the outdoors than 
urban kids.  A child in our community faces similar challenges such  
as a lack of transportation to get to the natural open spaces often 
found miles from town. 

But the good news is that kids who do go outdoors say it made  
them appreciate nature more. They are almost twice as likely to:

 say they prefer spending time outdoors 

 strongly agree that protecting the environment is cool

 view themselves as strong environmentalists 

 express concern about water issues, air pollution, climate  
change and the overall condition of the environment

Bear Yuba Land Trust is committed to fostering future leaders in environmental stewardship by offering quality youth programming.

Year after year, 150 children gain nature experiences they will remember for a lifetime through BYLT’s summer nature camp at 
Burton Homestead. At camp, they identify animal tracks, catch pollywogs, make natural crafts, hear Native American stories and  
sing nature songs.  With community donations, about one-third of the campers receive scholarships.  

In this newsletter, read about how the Land Trust is working to create a community nature center at Burton Homestead and the 
diverse nature programs being offered by our partner organizations.  

Beyond Burton, BYLT has a vast amount of land to offer educators to deliver environmental programming:  land with ponds teaming 
with water fowl, grasslands and flowery meadows, oak and conifer forests, clear running creeks, sites offering Native American 
archeology and local mining history.  Please welcome Christy McCracken, our new Youth Programs Manager and learn about her 
dreams of working with other environmental educators to get more local young people outdoors year round.

Would you like to help?  Do you have a passion for getting kids outdoors to experience nature?  Please contact me, I’d love to  
hear from you!

Message from Marty 

A positive outdoor experience can 
change lives. Children who play 
outdoors are healthier, do better in 
school, have better social skills, a better 
self-image and lead more fulfilling lives. 
Summer camp is one way kids can get 
outdoors and have a positive wilderness 
experience. Yet a growing number of 
families in our community can’t afford 
to send their children to camp. 

Sending a child to BYLT’s Summer 
Camp at Burton Homestead is a 
gift that can last a lifetime.  Camp 
can foster a wonder of nature and a 
feeling of personal responsibility to 
help conserve the environment. Our 
natural landscapes need the support 
and protection of individuals with a 
strong connection to the outdoors. 
Today’s children are tomorrow’s 
conservationists. 

A $125 gift will send a child to a half-
day session of camp for a week and a 
$200 gift will send a child to camp full-
time for a week. A gift of any amount 
is welcome and appreciated. Last year 
30 kids in need attended summer camp 
because of donors like you. 

To make a donation to the Camp 
Scholarship Fund, please use the 
enclosed envelope. If you have any 
questions about BYLT Summer Camp or 
our Camp Scholarship Fund, please call 
Jean at 272-5994 x 205.

 Send A Child    
                to Camp

Executive Director Marty Coleman-Hunt
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When Christy McCracken was a student at Chico State University, she took an outdoor education class at the Eagle Lake Biological Field Station. 
She spent the week camping in cabins, collecting specimens and helping the local herpetologist log data. It sparked a true desire and passion to 
bring students outdoors and experience biology and science in an outdoor environment.

Christy McCracken wants to take all kids into nature

Christy, an educator in local schools and a 
mother of two, is Bear Yuba Land Trust’s new 
Youth Programs Manager and the Camp 
Director of BYLT’s summer nature camps. 

Growing up on five acres in Grass Valley, she 
and her four siblings spent their summers 
picking blackberries, selling homegrown 
tomatoes and fishing the NID ditches. 

“I don’t remember a life without nature,”  
she said.

In 2013, she and her family returned to 
Grass Valley from the Bay Area. You will 
often find Christy, a triathlete, exploring 
rivers, lakes and BYLT trails. 

“My favorite activity is getting lost with my 
family on weekends. There are so many 

areas that we explore and enjoy discovering. BYLT trails have been the source of so 
many wonderful afternoons and adventures.”

In our modern, noisy world of instant gratification, Christy enjoys observing how 
nature has a calming effect on children and how outdoor experiences – such as 
viewing ladybugs hibernating in winter or racing leaf boats down a creek - can instill 
a sense of wonder, imagination and patience.  

As Youth Programs Manager, Christy hopes to build and foster multi-generational 
relationships in the community. As BYLT expands its youth programming year round 
and looks into creating a community nature center at Burton Homestead, look for 
Christy’s creative ideas to take root. A few include: Living history exhibits offered to 
schools; summer family nights; year round camps and weekend picnics. 

She will continue to bring in middle and high school students as junior counselors  
and hopes to team up with groups who work with troubled youth to teach skills  
such as trail building. 

“I truly hope to build Burton Homestead and BYLT’s youth program into a valuable 
community resource,” she said. 
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At the end of her life, retired Nevada County librarian Francis Burton 
received numerous offers from developers and real estate agents for her 
beautiful park-like 38 acres on Lake Vera Road. 

She turned them all away. Instead, she wanted her land to remain as it was. So 
she donated the property to Bear Yuba Land Trust for the purpose of creating a 
community park dedicated to education and a love of nature. 

Burton Homestead is now a Land Trust preserve with a diversity of ecosystems: 
meadows, oak and mixed conifer forests, wetlands, ponds, a network of woodland 
trails, and the original 1925 Burton cottage.  Old grinding stones and arrowheads 

have been found, evidence of 
a Native American settlement. 
Shoes from oxen and other relics 
tell the story of the Gold Rush.  

Today, children can be found 
at Burton Homestead digging 
carrots from the onsite 
education farm, tracking 
animals or joined in a Native 
American drumming circle. 
Burton Homestead is an 
outdoor classroom for the next 
generation of conservationists. 

It is a resource center for educators who provide hands-on, interactive, experiential 
nature education.  It’s a place where people of all ages can explore ways to become 
better stewards of the land.

 In June, the Land Trust operates a three-week long summer nature camp for kids 
called Earth Encounters. Participants sing songs, make nature crafts, play games, 
and learn through science-based activities. Teens learn leadership skills through a 
program called, “Junior Stewards.”

 The Food Love Project, a Sierra Harvest education farm led by Amanda Thibodeau 
is found at the Burton Homestead. Busloads of school kids visit annually to learn 
where their food comes from. 

 The Tsi Akim Maidu Tribe has an agreement for an active 
cultural center on a three-acre section of the property called 
“Pata Panaka.” Teachers from the tribe share their cultural 
perspective and connect students to the land through 
hands on projects like: native planting and invasive 
plant removal, habitat restoration work and trail 
maintenance. 

 Teachers from Four Elements 
Earth Education (4eee) Fox 
Walkers Program show young 
people wilderness skills such as 
tracking, nature awareness, survival 
and caretaking of the land. 

 A program called Movimiento brings inner 
city youth from low income families to the 
site for leadership programming and healing in nature.

 Quest Theatreworks provides interactive, outdoor  
theatre for families. 

Burton Homestead
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With the majority of the earth’s population now living in 
urban areas, it is more important than ever that people have 
a place to go to connect with nature. 

Burton Homestead can enrich our community in so many 
ways. BYLT has long seen the potential 
for this venue as the perfect setting 
for programs that foster stewardship, 
appreciation and conservation of 
our natural, cultural and agricultural 
resources. Currently, there is no 
community supported nature center in 

Oak woodlands, ponds, a network of trails and an active Native American Cultural Center 
at Burton Homestead are the makings of an ideal site for a community nature center.

Burton Homestead Community Nature Center

A well-funded nature center  
could accommodate a wide range  
of programming: 

 Teacher training

 High school senior projects 

 Charter and home school 
environmental education

 Public school field trips for 
environmental education

 Outdoor talks: Storytelling,  
naturalists, etc.

 Arts in the outdoors: Fine arts, 
photography, writing, dramatic  
arts, videos

 GIS mapping and orienteering

 Expanded science programming: 
Astronomy, native plants, birds

 Interpretive Trails

A future Burton Homestead Nature Center 
will include: 

 A safe, groomed and maintained but 
natural landscape with appropriate 
infrastructure for the delivery of 
programs: Trails, parking, small 
amphitheater, meeting spots, picnic 
tables, benches, water service,  
shaded areas

 Covered space for inclement weather, 
storage of materials, restrooms

 Kiosks, interpretive signage, displays 
of artifacts, microscopes, nets, work 
tables, basic curriculum and  
teaching tools 

Nevada County at a time when funding for science-based 
enrichment in schools has slipped away. 

Getting kids to have meaningful experiences in nature 
is crucial for them to care about the burgeoning 

environmental issues they will inherit. 
Our community is surrounded by 
beautiful open landscapes, but much 
of it is private land.  A local nature 
center would provide a sense of  
place and become a source of pride  
for our community.

With only about 10 percent of today’s youth spending free 
time outside, it is more important than ever to find ways to 
connect kids with the wonders of the natural world. 

“Time in nature is not leisure time; it’s an essential 
investment in our children’s health (and also, by the way, in 
our own),” said Richard Louv in his book, Last Child in the 
Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature Deficit Disorder. 

With community support, BYLT’s long term goal is to create 
a multi-purpose, multi-user venue for environmental-based 
learning and passive recreation programs that will serve 
families and people who care about youth in Nevada  
County and beyond.

Looking to the Future
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Things to Do

Plant seeds

G
o 

fo
r 

a 
fu

ll moon w
alk.

   Start a 

              leaf  
collection

Take a hike!

Go fishing

Look for anim
al tra

cks. 

Camp out 
in your 
backyard

PLAY  
in the mud

With a Child in Nature
10

“These are the days of miracle and wonder” –  Paul Simon

Le
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d 
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s

Write a nature poem
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For a full listing of BYLT’s 
amazing Trekking Calendar, 
visit: www.bylt.org

Save the Date!

25th Anniversary Dance Party with Pete Escovedo - Help honor 
25 years of saving land during a dance party with Pete Escovedo 
on Sunday, August 23. Enjoy live Latin Jazz, a gourmet local food 
gala, live and silent auction, wine, beer and other beverages on 
the lawn at the beautiful, historic North Star House. 

Sunday 
August 23

Turkey Trek - Get off the couch, grab your family and friends and 
head to the trail to work off that Thanksgiving dinner. This year’s 
trek is on the Litton Trail, the first Land Trust trail in our community. 

Friday 
Nov. 27

Burton Family Picnic - Join Bear Yuba Land Trust for this fun-filled 
day in nature designed just for families at the beautiful Burton 
Homestead. There will games, activities and a barbecue lunch on 
the lawn. 

Saturday 
Sept. 19

Saturday 
May 30

Celebration of Trails – Free! A full day of trail outings and a 
family friendly celebration with food, beverages, kids’ activities 
and live music! 

Earth Encounters Summer Camps

June  8 – 12 Indigenous Peoples Celebration Camp

June  15 – 19 Earth Education Camp

June  22 – 26  Kinder Camp

2015 Family Activities


