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Oak Tree Ball
2nd Annual Dinner Dance

Saturday, April 30

Join us at Alta Sierra Country Club
for our second annual dinner dance
fundraiser and award presentation.
The evening begins at 6:00pm with a
Terrace Reception. Enjoy a delicious
meal prepared by Alta Sierra Country
Club’s award-winning chef, and dance to
fabulous local 7-piece band Chameleon
until 10:00pm.
The 2011 William Nickerl Award for
Conservation Leadership will be
presented to Geri Bergen, followed by
an entertaining tribute to Geri by Tahoe
National Forest Public Affairs Officer Ann
Westling.
Tickets are $75 per person, $150 per
couple. Attire is festive. For more
information or to make reservations, call
Jean Gilbert at 530-272-5994 ext. 4.

Don’t miss this great event!

Earth Encounters Summer Day Camp
We are so excited to announce our 2011
summer season of youth camps. All of our
camp sessions provide hands-on learning
activities, professional leadership, and lots of
FUN.
Earth Encounters Summer Day Camp at
Burton Homestead begins June 13th and
runs for three weeks. At the end of camp on
July 1st, all campers and their families are
invited to gather and share the memories of
camp at our “end of camp potluck”.
Indigenous Peoples Celebration
In Session 1, kids learn about and celebrate
local tribes and cultures that are reflected
in our community. Campers participate in
activities like drumming, tracking, shelter
making, games, and traditional crafts and
storytelling at the onsite bark huts and TsiAkim Maidu Active Cultural Center.
Earth Education Camp
In Session 2, kids explore, have fun, and
learn about nature at our hands-on education
stations. Specialists and guests who inspire
campers’ imaginations and enhance outdoor
skills visit campers throughout the week.
Kinder Camp
In the 3rd session, younger kids enjoy
exciting, safe, and educational camp

activities. Campers go on nature hikes, build
shelters, tell stories, make cool camp crafts
and play active, outdoor games.
This year we are announcing an exciting
summer camp partnership with Shady Creek
Outdoor School. Shady Creek is operated by
the Sutter County Superintendent of Schools
Office and is a residential environmental
science camp that serves nearly 4,000
students each year. This year’s summer
camp director for Nevada County Land Trust
is Shannon Cueva, Shady Creek’s program
coordinator. Shannon has years of camp
experience and loves working with children.
Also working at the day camp this year are
returning camp counselors Christopher and
Jason Little. These identical twins have been
naturalists for Shady Creek for 5 years and
have recently won an award for outstanding
outdoor education leadership. They are
looking forward to another exciting summer
as NCLT camp counselors.
All campers and Junior Stewards have the
opportunity to participate in the new onsite
educational garden, the Food Love Project,
and learn about the importance of farming
and growing our own food. Campers will
help with a shade garden and a native
species area.
continued on page 3

Message from Fran Cole
2011 President, Board of Directors

Nevada County
Land Trust
Mission

The Land Trust projects and events
highlighted in this newsletter are numerous
and exciting. Between our normal everyday
conservation initiatives and responsibilities,
the Stewardship Lands, the Oak Tree Ball,
Robinson Ranch Equitrek, Treks Through
Time and Kids Summer Camp, I’ve never seen
a time at the Land Trust when so much was
happening.
At the Oak Tree Ball I will have the wonderful
opportunity to present this year’s William
Nickerl Award for Conservation Leadership to
former Land Trust President and retired Board
member, Geri Bergen. Executive Director
Marty Coleman Hunt and I recently discussed
Geri’s illustrious history of volunteerism and
forest conservation. We reviewed the past
awards given to distinguished recipients, Bill
Nickerl, John Olmstead and John Taylor, and
Marty then said something that resonated
with me about the future of conservation.
She said that our conservationist heroes are
all of the same retirement generation and
wondered who would rise to the challenge
in the future to take up the cause. I worried
about this for a while, and these thoughts
fortified my commitment to the future
success of the Land Trust’s youth programs.
We need to prepare the next generation to
take up what will surely be an unfathomable
array of challenges facing our natural world
in the future.
Granting a conservation easement can
protect against the vagaries of the future and
future generations, and as the tax season
draws to a close, it’s a timely reminder.
Landowners considering conservation
easements may wish to move forward

in 2011. Conservation easements allow
private landowners to permanently
retire development rights to protect land
voluntarily while preserving private property
rights and working lands. The conservation
community remains concerned that the
temporary conservation tax benefits that
were extended through 2011 may disappear
after this year, becoming another casualty
of the ongoing federal and state budgetary
battles.
The current enhanced tax incentives in
effect through 2011:
1.		 Raise the maximum deduction a donor
can take for donating a conservation
easement from 30% of their adjusted
gross income (“AGI”) to 50%;
2. Allow qualified farmers and ranchers to
		 deduct up to 100% of their AGI; and
3. Increase the number of years over which
		 a donor can take deductions from 6 to
		 16 years.
Because conservation easement
transactions may require considerable time
from their initiation to completion, I urge
you to contact the Land Trust promptly
should you wish to move forward with a
conservation easement.
Stay tuned for more news about an actionpacked year for Nevada County Land Trust.

Geri Vanderveer Bergen
Recipient of the
2011 William
Nickerl Award
for Conservation
Leadership
When Geri Bergen was trained as a
forester at UC Berkeley, very few women
were enrolled in the School of Forestry.
She became the first female line officer in
the Forest Service, first as Deputy Forest
Supervisor and then as Forest Supervisor
of the Tahoe National Forest. She is retired
Acting Director of the Environmental
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Coordination Staff, USDA Forest Service. Geri
has participated in volunteer conservation
activity with many groups while in the Bay
Area and has been a very active member
of the Society of American Foresters. Since
retiring and returning to Nevada City, she
continues to work with conservation issues,
including serving as a board member and
President of Nevada County Land Trust. Geri
is an active member of California Alumni
Foresters and Business and Professional
Women of Nevada County.
The Land Trust award is given to individuals
who demonstrate the traits personified by its

Nevada County Land Trust exists to
create a balance between nature and
the needs of the people who make a
life and a livelihood here. This is our
home. Our mission is to enrich the deep
community connection with our land –
today, tomorrow, and forever.

Board of Directors

Staff

Fran Cole

Marty Coleman-Hunt

President

Joe Byrne

Vice-President

Jim Ward
Treasurer

Executive Director

Jean Gilbert

Operations Manager

Bill Haire

Jason Muir

Trails Coordinator

Jim Bair
Rebecca Coffman
Brent Fraser
Sue Hoek
Dave Palley
Jack Stillens
Bill Trabucco

Stewardship Coordinator

Secretary

Luci Wilson

Stacy Prater-Vigil
Youth Programs
Coordinator

Melony Vance

Treks Coordinator

Chris Gee

AmeriCorps Member

Kaye Wedel

Outreach Coordinator

Land News is a publication of
Nevada County Land Trust
175 Joerschke Drive, Suite R
Grass Valley, CA 95945
(530) 272-5994
www.NevadaCountyLandTrust.org
info@nevadacountylandtrust.org

namesake, William (Bill) Nickerl.
• A long time commitment to the cause of
land conservation
• Dedication to Nevada County Land Trust
mission to enrich the community
connection with our land
• Fostering or inventing a new effort which
has demonstrated measurable success
• Never gave up in the face of a challenge
• Inspires others
• Located in Western Nevada County
Marty Coleman-Hunt
Executive Director

Earth Encounters Summer Day Camp
continued from cover

Junior Stewards Program
Our teen Junior Stewards leadership
program is an opportunity for youth ages
13 -18 to participate in leadership training,
guide kids in outdoor adventures and
lead educational activities. This program
can be used towards senior projects and
job experience. New Junior Stewards
must apply online and applications are
at www.nevadacountylandtrust.org under
youth programs.

appreciation and fun.

Session 1, June 13-17: Kids 7-12,
8:30am to 12:30pm or full day to 5pm.
Session 2, June 20-24: Kids 7-12,
8:30am to 12:30pm or full day to 5:00
pm.
Session 3, Kinder Camp-June 27-July 1:
Kids 4-6, 9:00am to 12:00pm.
Cost: $100 per session, per week for half
day, or $170 per week for full day. All sessions
include a healthy snack. There is no full day
option for Kinder Camp.

We are again offering our popular
“Grandparents are Gifts” program
where senior citizens volunteer at camp
in a variety of ways. Seniors may help
with snack preparation, arts and crafts,
storytelling, parking, or just being a camp
buddy. This program creates a wonderful
opportunity for multigenerational

For information and registration please go to
our website at www.nevadacountylandtrust.org
or call Jean Gilbert at 530-272-5994 ext. 4
Stacy Prater-Vigil
Youth Program Consul

Our camps fill up quickly so register now!

Send a Kid to Summer Camp This Year
Just $100 sends a child to Nevada County Land Trust
Summer Camp for a week!

Those magical days of summer camp as a
kid are some of the fondest memories of my
life. Learning about and experiencing nature,
making cool arts and crafts stuff (which my
mom treasured), meeting kids and making
lots of new friends… it was the best of times.

And it planted a seed in my mind about the
wonder of nature and its importance in our
everyday lives. It’s an impression that lasts a
lifetime.

Beginning June 13th, about one hundred
kids will embark on their own magical camp
experiences at Burton Homestead in Nevada
City as the 2011 Land Trust Summer Camp
begins. We’re partnering with Shady Creek
Outdoor School this year for three weeks
of education, fun and
camaraderie. Kids love it!
But some children will
need financial support to
participate in this outdoors
experience. Won’t you
help? Please contribute
to our Camp Scholarship
Fund and help inspire
the next generation of
conservationists. Any
donation amount you can
make will be added to the
Scholarship Fund and used
to send a kid to camp or
sponsor a teen for the camp
Junior Stewards program.
Sponsorship forms can be
found on our website at
www.nevadacountylandtrust.org or call Jean
Gilbert at 530-272-5994 ext. 4 for more
information.
Jean Gilbert
Operations Manager

Visit us online for more information at www.NevadaCountyLandTrust.org or call our office 530-272-5994
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Spring Means Great Treks!
Yipee! It’s finally trek season – time to get
outdoors and enjoy the amazing beauty that
surrounds us.
We started out the season with two trips
to Table Mountain – there is no better
wildflower viewing in Northern California (If
you missed one of our treks, make sure you
get yourselves out there before it’s too late.)
We followed those trips up with an outing
to the Chalk Bluffs, again, one of the premier
spots in the State, this one for plant fossils.
David Lawler’s expertise in the area brought
geologic history to life!
Coming up, we have quite a list of treks
– from easy to strenuous, all of them
informational and educational. Learn about
historic hydraulic mining from Brian Bisnett
as we trek through the Blue Point Mine
(with the possibility of viewing endangered
wildlife). Step back in time with Grayson
Coney as we walk in the Spenceville Wildlife
Preserve along sites once occupied by
Indigenous People. Experience bee-keeping
up close, when we visit Randy Oliver’s
complex of beehives. Horseback ride or hike
through Robinson Ranch, one of the area’s
oldest working cattle ranches, when we offer
this year’s first EquiTrek. Travel up above
Downieville to visit the Devil’s Postpile and
get a 360 degree view of the Northern Sierras
from the Forest Service fire lookout. Learn
where hydro-electricity was born – right here

Even a short trek can be hazardous, as
Nevada City Councilman David McKay
discovered recently. A slight slip, a mere
misstep, resulted in a broken ankle
necessitating a helicopter lift-out by
Nevada County Fire & Rescue. Due to
the efforts of First Responder Sandra
Rockman, and the resourcefulness of
McKay’s co-trekkers, this event ended
well. It could have been much worse.

Interested in volunteering as a trek assistant?
Do you have First-Aid training? Contact me
at melony@nevadacountylandtrust.org.
Melony Vance
Treks Coordinator

The potential for dangerous things
happening increases when you step out
in the wilderness. Here are a few steps
you can take to decrease your odds of
injury while out enjoying nature:
1. Know your limits. Only you know
what those are. Don’t take on more of
an adventure than you are physically
up to. You not only jeopardize
yourself, you potentially put others at
risk who may have to rescue you.
2. Have the appropriate equipment.
Good footwear is a must to protect
your feet and ankles from uneven
ground, rocky trails, slippery slopes,
and boggy pathways. A hat and
sunscreen will protect you from the
sun. And never leave on an outing
without water and food – especially
water. Don’t forget to carry a wellstocked first aid kit (McKay’s accident
proved this point!).

Robinson Ranch EquiTrek
Sunday, May 22nd

Horse enthusiasts, this is for you! Our
first EquiTrek of 2011 is an outing to
historic Robinson Ranch, one of the oldest
continuously operated cattle ranches in
Nevada County. Join us on this privately
owned 3,000 acre oak woodlands landscape
that includes views from the Sutter Buttes to

the Sierra Buttes. Hear “windies” (tall tales)
about this historic ranch from the early 1800s.
• Half-day and Full-day Rides and Hikes
• Chuck Wagon Buffet (optional lunch)
• Wine Tasting (at the end of the ride and hike)
Note: The morning ride is more appropriate
for the intermediate to advanced rider;
the afternoon ride will be less technically
challenging.

Fees:
Half-day Ride: $35 for Members, $40 for
Non-members
Full-day Ride: $50 for Members, $55 for
Non-members
Hiking: $12 for Members, $17 for Non-members
Optional Chuck Wagon Buffet: $20 per person

For more information or to make
reservations, visit our website at
www.nevadacountylandtrust.org or
contact Jean Gilbert at Jean@
NevadaCountyLandTrust.org.

Jean Gilbert
Operations Manager
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Wilderness Safety

on the Yuba River – when we visit the Rome
Powerhouse. Learn about forest ecology
in the Grouse Ridge area with Don Harkin.
Visit a petroglyph site (and possibly go for a
summer swim) with me, as I lead my annual
John Skinner Memorial Hike. Get personal
with wildflowers on the Donner Summit with
expert Julie Carville. Check our website
www.nevadacountylandtrust.org (where you
can also register for the treks) to see when
new treks are added and sign up for our
email newsletter to stay informed.

3.Pay attention to where you are and
what you are doing. Be aware of the
terrain, where the “edges” are, where
you are heading and what’s around
you. Have a good time, enjoy the
experience and stay aware that you
are not in your normal element – that
nature can, and does, surprise us.
4. Buddy up. Never hike alone - always
have a hiking partner. Then if
something does go awry you can get
help (or be help). If you’re with a
group, stay with your group. Don’t
wander off and get lost, putting
everyone at risk looking for you.
For almost 20 years, Nevada County
Land Trust has been leading educational
hikes in the area – with very few
incidents. We’d like to keep it this way. If
you are first aid trained and would like to
assist with our treks program, we would
love to have you join us on an outing.

Trail News
The winter and spring has been busy with
the completion of the Deer Creek Tribute
Trail. The Land Trust has been working
with The Sierra Fund and its partners
including American Rivers, Bureau of Land
Management, Chinese Quarter Society,
Friends of Deer Creek, Greater Champion
Neighborhood Association, Nevada City and
Save our Historic Canals to complete the
project that was made possible by a grant
from the California River Parkways Grant
Program of the State of California Natural
Resources Agency.
The Land Trust completed four-tenths of
a mile of new trail construction in January
during the short period of dry weather we
had this winter. This new trail provides
access from the Newtown Canal to the new
100-foot long bridge spanning Deer Creek
on Federal land managed by the Bureau of
Land Management. On the south side of
Deer Creek, BLM is constructing a loop trail
on this public land that was inaccessible to

the public until the trail and bridge were
constructed. The grand opening of Deer
Creek Tribute Trail is planned for National
Trails Day on June 4th.
As our contribution to the project,
a number of Land Trust volunteers
participated in the trail construction this
winter as well as during earlier efforts on
the project, contributing over 350 hours.
Volunteers also built three trail bridges
across the Newtown Canal just off of
Champion Road. Additional improvements
have been made to the canal service roads
to meet accessibility standards. Signs
marking the trail route have been installed
along Wyoming and Champion Roads,
Newtown Canal and the new constructed
trails as the route progresses in a westerly
direction from Nevada City. The trail map
and description will soon be up on our
website.
Bill Haire
Trails Coordinator

Scotch Broom Pull Challenges
“Due to inclement weather, the Scotch
broom challenge has been rescheduled to a
later date.”
In March, that seemed to be the tag-line for
our 2011 efforts in removing our
favorite neighborhood noxious
weed. We had five planned days
at various sites and one by one,
each had to be canceled as the
snow and rain blanketed the
landscape. So we spent more
time inside, more time on the
phones, more time rescheduling,
and mostly more time looking
outside our windows.
This year, Nevada County Land
Trust hosted two public sites
in participation with the Fire
Safe Council’s “Scotch Broom
Challenge.” On April 9th we
returned to Adam Ryan Wildlife
Preserve and tackled more
broom with support from Alta
Sierra Property Owners Association, focusing
on removing thickets of Scotch broom along
the Alan Thiesen trail. We were able to clear
about an acre of broom.
On April 16th the Land Trust in partnership
with Greater Cement Hill Neighborhood
Association and more than 20 volunteers

took on a difficult patch of Scotch broom at
the trailhead for Hirschman Trail in Nevada
City. This was our first year removing Scotch
broom from this site, where apparently it had
been mowed in the past. We experienced the
very reason why
mowing Scotch
broom is not
recommended:
the plant’s root
system remains,
grows back
and “hedges,”
essentially growing
into a very large
bush. This made it
tough to use our
weed wrenches
effectively.
Nevertheless,
we were able
to remove a
healthy portion
of the dangerous,
flammable,
noxious weed. Thanks to everyone who
participated!
Chris Gee
AmeriCorps Member

Students Pull Scotch Broom
Over two days in March, students from
Grass Valley Charter School came to pull out
Scotch broom from a site along Wolf Creek.
Alex Ezzell, Service and Adventure Teacher at
GVCS, had already taught them how noxious
weeds such as Scotch broom can affect the
watershed through the ecology of the land.
Brimming with energy, the kids went right
to work. They teamed up to tackle the large,
stubborn shrubs, cheering as each noxious
Scotch broom plant fell. They gathered
and tied up huge piles of broom and joined
together to haul it uphill. They learned
about the importance of stewardship and
restoration first hand. And they had fun. Lots
of fun.
Chris Gee
AmeriCorps Member

Visit us online for more information at www.NevadaCountyLandTrust.org or call our office 530-272-5994
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Storm Damage:
Danger or Benefit
This winter has seen more than its fair share
of tree-felling storms, as well as everything
that downed trees can represent: disrupted
power lines, blocked roads and damage
to structures. And while safety is always
paramount, you may be glad to know that
snags and downed wood also present great
opportunities to increase wildlife habitat on
your property.
Snags (a standing dead tree), logs and
limbs are important to the overall health of
habitat in which they belong. As they decay
they release nutrients essential to long-term
soil productivity, and
their presence is an
important component
of natural forest
ecosystems. Snags may
be classified as “hard”
or “soft”. Hard snags
are essentially sound
wood while soft snags
are in an advanced state
of decay. Each stage
of deterioration has
importance to certain
wildlife species.
Over one-third of
all bird species on
hardwood rangelands
make use of snags.
Sapsuckers and
woodpeckers excavate
their own nests in
snags. Other birds occupy abandoned
nests or natural cavities. These secondary
nesting birds comprise up to one-third of the
breeding birds found in some forests. Most
cavity-nesting birds consume large quantities

of insects each year. There is evidence that
“biological controls” by these birds can help
keep populations of potentially damaging
insects below epidemic levels.
Besides birds, numerous other species
will use downed wood as food and nesting
habitat. A fallen tree becomes host to fungi
and insects. It is one of the major sources
of nutrients and energy underneath oak
canopies. Many wildlife species prey on wood
consuming invertebrates, including many
salamanders, rodents and birds. For some
small mammals, log tops are highways over
the forest floor.
Landowners must weigh many different
factors when managing
for snags and downed
wood, including fire
hazard, hazards posed
to developed areas
from falling trees, and
trade-offs of aesthetics
for benefit of wildlife
and long-term soil
productivity. Protect
snags when possible,
but remove any that
pose a hazard to a
structure, access road,
powerline or areas
of high use. Reduce
the possibility of a
snag serving as a fuel
ladder by removing
low hanging and dead
branches from the lower
portions of the tree.
Credits:
Forestland Steward, Summer 2010 UC ANR Publication 3368. 1996.
Guidelines for Managing California’s Hardwood Rangelands.
Oakland, CA: UC ANR, University of California.

Storm Damage
Wildlife species use nearly every part of
a dead tree in every stage of its decay for
things such as:
• A Place to Live—Many animals,
including birds, bats, squirrels and
raccoons make nests in hollow cavities
and crevices in standing deadwood.
• A Food Source—By attracting insects,
mosses, lichens and fungi, deadwood
becomes a gourmet restaurant for
wildlife looking for a snack.
• A “Crow’s Nest”—Higher branches
of snags serve as excellent look-outs
from which wildlife such as raptors spot
potential prey.
• A Hiding Place—The nooks and
crannies of deadwood are put to good
use by squirrels and other wildlife
looking to store food.
• A Soil Refresher—Mosses, lichens and
fungi all grow on snags and aid in the
return of vital nutrients to the soil
through the nitrogen cycle. Decaying
logs on the forest floor also act as
“nurse logs” for new seedlings.
http://www.nwf.org/get-outside/outdooractivities/garden-for-wildlife/gardening-tips/
attracting-wildlife-with-dead-trees.aspx

Join us at the

Oak Tree Ball
This Saturday, April 30th

Luci Wilson
Stewardship Coordinator

The Reality of Restoration and Noxious Weeds
When thinking of restoration projects most
of us probably think about replanting a
barren area with native vegetation. People
show up with shovels and bags of compost,
and small plants are lovingly taken out of
their nursery containers and set into their
new homes. It’s a restoration party.

some point in the last 150 years, either from
mining, logging or development. As a result
of soil disturbances and water diversion,
plant communities have usually shifted or
have noxious weeds present so often there is
vegetation already present which may or may
not belong.

But unless you’ve worked on an extended
restoration project before, you may
not realize the work that goes into any
restoration site. Any potential restoration site
is evaluated for soil type, plant communities
and wildlife habitat needs. In this county
the soils have often been disturbed at

After the assessment, the restoration
plan is designed. For our current three
project sites, this includes balancing
conservation goals, fire safety and public
access. While all three sites represent very
different baseline habitats, all three have
noxious weeds (namely Scotch broom and
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Himalayan blackberry) that will need to be
removed prior to planting appropriate native
vegetation.
Invasive plant removal will continue at our
three sites throughout the summer and fall
with hopes of doing our first plantings in the
fall. Please contact Luci Wilson, Stewardship
Coordinator for ways you can get involved.
luci@nevadacountylandtrust.org or 272-5994
ext.6.
Luci Wilson
Stewardship Coordinator

Youth Voices

Victoria Krog, Junior Steward
and Graduating Senior
I had always disregarded the tipis
in the field along Lake Vera Purdon
Road as the quirky lawn décor of one
of Nevada County’s many colorful
characters. But tucked away amongst
the tipis and pine trees on this parcel of
land known as the Burton Homestead,
there thrives a network of dedicated
community members invested in
the environmental education of our
community’s youth. I could have never
conceived that I would be presented
with so many incredible learning
opportunities through my continued
work with the Nevada County Land
Trust’s Junior Steward program.
As a high school senior and fourthyear photography student at Nevada
Union High School, I was given the
opportunity to put my skills to practical
use in the Junior Stewards program
as the unofficial camp photographer/
videographer. For my culminating
“Senior Project” I helped to create a
visual multimedia piece for the Nevada
County Land Trust web site in which
we compiled photographic and video
footage into a slideshow.
My job was to take pictures of the
children as they participated in handson camp activities, and learned that
nature had many lessons to teach
them that simply could not be taught
in a classroom. The children perched
tentatively beneath Grandmother
Oak in the golden light of the
morning, listening to the tapping of
a woodpecker - or gathered around
a toasty fire in one of the Tsi-Akim
Maidu bark huts as a tribal elder told
tales passed down from generation
to generation are only a couple of the
precious moments I was fortunate
enough to capture.
While the children learned to
appreciate our local environment and
culture, I myself, began to understand
the significance of the Land Trust’s
commitment to youth education.
Land trusts around the world are
successfully saving the planet one acre
at a time with a simple and effective
grassroots approach to environmental
conservation by involving, educating
and empowering community members

Members Corner
Mark Weyman has been a member of
Nevada County Land
Trust since 1998.
He was recruited to
serve on the Board of
Directors by his longtime friend, Realtorcolleague and former
NCLT Director, the
late Elizabeth “Betty”
Fry.
Mark grew up in the
Bay Area where he
started competitive
sailing at the age
of 11. In his early
twenties, he parlayed
his maritime skills
into working as a
fishing industry
captain all over coastal Alaska and in the
Western Atlantic out of New Bedford, MA.
He “discovered” Nevada County in the
winter of 1966-67 when he worked at Sierra
Club’s Clair Tappaan Lodge in Norden. The
charm of Nevada City and its proximity to
mountain recreation stuck with him for the
next ten years until he moved here from Blue
Lake in Humboldt County.
“My reverence for wilderness and open

to preserve their local outdoor spaces.
Youth education is the fundamental
insurance that these places will be
protected for future generations. Although
the craft projects made by the children
at these camps may not last forever, the
experiences they had and memories they
made at camp will not be forgotten.
It is the campers, young children gathered
beneath the oak tree and around the
campfire, and the Junior Stewards, teens
and young adults striving to be positive
role models, who will all endeavor to
safeguard the places you love today,
places like the Burton Homestead where
such memories are made, so that perhaps
one day our own children might listen
for the tapping of a woodpecker beneath
Grandmother Oak.
To apply to be a Junior Steward please go
online at www.nevadacountylandtrust.org or
call Chris Gee at 272-5994 x5.

space started at the age of 12,” said Mark,
when his family joined the
Sierra Club to participate in
and to lead in its Outings
Program. He has been a trip
leader and is a Life Member in
the Sierra Club.
During his membership in
the Land Trust, Mark served
as a Director from 1998 to
2003. He volunteered as
leader of transportation and
entry screening at several
Land Trust fundraising “Stars
at the Ridgetop” concerts at
the Nevada City home of Chris
Owen and later for “Stars at
the Peak” concerts at Pilot
Peak Winery in Penn Valley.
Mark graduated from Humboldt State
University with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Journalism. He has been a Realtor for more
than 32 years. “As a real estate professional,
I absolutely believe that the rural ambience
of Nevada County, its rivers and wilderness
areas and agricultural open spaces are
an essential contributing value to all our
properties,” he said. “Nevada County Land
Trust’s successes are a gift to all of us.”
Jean Gilbert
Operations Manager

THANK YOU

Volunteers!
Volunteers are the heartbeat of the Land Trust.
Without their generous gifts of time and effort
it would be impossible to do the work we do.
If you’re interested in volunteering for
Nevada County Land Trust, please visit our website at

www.NevadaCountyLandTrust.org

GIVE A GIFT
www.nevadacountylandtrust.org

More information at www.NevadaCountyLandTrust.org or call our office 530-272-5994
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Upcoming Treks
Blue Point Mine
with Brian Bisnett

Sunday, May 1st

Spenceville’s Indigenous Sites
with Grayson Coney

Saturday, May 14th

Bee Husbandry
with Randy Oliver

Sunday, May 15th

Doolittle Trail

with Hank Meals and David Lawler

Sunday, June 5th

Devil’s Postpile and Forest
Service Lookout

with David Lawler		

Sunday, June 12th

Camp 19/ Bowman Road Area
with Don Harkin

Sunday, June 26th

John Skinner Memorial Trek
to Blue Lake and Zion Peak
Sunday, July 17th

For more information or to make a reservation go to
www.nevadacountylandtrust.org/treks

Wildflowers of Grouse Ridge
with Julie Carville

Sunday, July 31st

Mark Your Calendar!
Oak Tree Ball

Gala Dinner Dance at Alta Sierra Country Club plus Presentation of the 2011 William Nickerl Award for
Conservation Leadership.

Saturday, April 30th

Robinson Ranch EquiTrek

Guided horseback rides on this historic 3,000 acre oak woodlands ranch. Half-day and Full-day Rides
and Hikes, Chuck Wagon Buffet and Wine Tasting.

Sunday, May 22nd

National Trails Day

Dedication of the new Deer Creek Tribute Trail in Nevada City.

Saturday, June 4th

Earth Encounters Summer Camp

3 week-long sessions at beautiful Burton Homestead in Nevada City.

June 13th - July 1st

