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Signs of historic logging on the Howards’ property are regenerating
new growth as shown by this old stump sprouting a cedar sapling.

Little Deer Preserve:
BYLT’s Newest Conservation Easement
“Since it was a gift to us, we feel it is right to gift it on”
– Barry and Bonnie Howard

Treks for the Mind

With little more than hand saws and a pair “I love being able to see through the
of loppers Barry Howard has worked for a forest. You can appreciate what’s here if
decade to slowly thin by hand the forest
you can see it,” Barry said.
on his family property.
His father, Bruce Howard, was a lifelong
By taking out many of the younger trees, conservationist who first bought the
Barry has reduced the fuel load and
forested property in the 1960s. When the
created more space for the remaining
elder Howard deeded the property to
trees to mature. Special favorites like
his son and daughter-in-law, Barry and
young sugar pines and Pacific yews were Bonnie, the two decided they wanted to
saved from the saw.
honor his father’s conservation values
by protecting the property from future
development.

Join Bear Yuba Land Trust the first
Monday every other month for a
book club designed for nature lovers.
This session’s featured book is Botany
of Desire: A Plant’s-Eye View of the
World by Michael Pollan.

Now 60 contiguous acres on Banner
Mountain will be protected from
development with the couple’s recent
donation of a 33-acre conservation
easement - Little Deer Preserve - to Bear
Yuba Land Trust (BYLT).

Our next discussion group will meet
at 3 p.m. Monday, March 3 at Tome’s
Books located in Sierra Mountain
Coffee Roasters, 671 Maltman Drive,
Grass Valley.

Backing up to the already protected 28acre Woodpecker Wildlife Preserve, the
forested Howard Conservation Easement
continued on page 3

Message from the Executive Director
Marty Coleman Hunt
As I sat down to write this message for our Annual Report,
I just saw an email from the Land Trust Alliance, our national
organization in Washington DC that helps to support
legislation favorable to conservation. The Farm Bill has
passed and is expected to be law soon! This is great news.
It will provide more than $1 billion to save working farm and
ranch lands throughout the United States over the next ten years. It will enable the
purchase of conservation easements from landowners who are willing to restrict
their land from development and help secure for our community local food and
fiber, clean water, wildlife habitat, and our rural heritage.
Last year, BYLT became ranch owners. It has taken us more than five years to acquire
Garden Bar Preserve as a permanent, working cattle ranch. The project was delayed
for a variety of reasons but most concerning was the proposal of the Garden Bar Dam
by South Sutter Water District. When the District backed away from this intent, the
opportunity to close on the acquisition of this pristine 652-acre oak woodland on two
miles of the Bear River was able to move more smoothly. We are now working with
Jim Gates of Nevada County Free Range Beef to restore pasture grasses for cattle and
wetlands for wildlife. In the coming year we will set up Treks to get people out there
on a limited basis.
Since we began this effort in the Garden Bar area
several farmers of historic ranches have come to
us with desires to protect their family farms. These
are very large land holdings that have remained
in the same ownership since the late 1800s. The
development pressure on these intact parcels
is tremendous, and comes at a time when the
economy and the drought is wreaking havoc
with family farms. We have been working to find
funds but many programs have been depleted,
particularly in California.
With the new federal Farm Bill there is hope that
we can bring funding to farmers and ranchers
for agricultural land protection at last. We look
forward to engaging with landowners and the
entire community to support local Lands for Farms.
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Trails Coordinator Position
Do you love the outdoors, have a friendly
attitude and a passion for local trails? If you
have always wanted to join the Bear Yuba
Land Trust team, we’re looking for a Trails
Coordinator to head up BYLT’s popular
trails program. The Trails Coordinator
plans, develops, and coordinates trail
maintenance and development projects as
well as oversees in-house, contracted and
volunteer trail crews.
This position prepares grant requests,
requests for proposals and contracts for
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trail projects. BYLT’s Trails Coordinator
often interacts with the public and outside
service providers. Duties are performed
under the general direction of BYLT ‘s
Executive Director.
Much of the work is performed outdoors
and requires the ability to hike for hours
over steep, rocky, brush covered terrain.
This position may have the assistance of a
seasonal trail coordinator or AmeriCorps
member. Check out BYLT’s website,
www.bylt.org for the full job description.

BYLT is looking for a Trails Coordinator to head
up BYLT’s popular trails program. Go to
www.bylt.org for a full job description.

Little Deer Preserve: BYLT’s Newest Conservation Easement
continued from cover

expands habitat where wildlife
can thrive.

The Howards’ property is peppered
with a rich mosaic of large incense
cedar, white fir, Douglas fir, ponderosa
pine, black oak and old growth
madrone. Little Deer Creek runs
through the property that features
a wet meadow area with unique
vegetation and a segment of the
popular Cascade Canal Trail.

“We felt this was the right thing to
do because the Little Deer Creek
watershed is such a special habitat
on Banner Mountain,” said Barry.
Little Deer Preserve became the 20th
conservation easement for the Land
Trust and was finalized at the end of
2013. With this newest addition,
the Land Trust staff now cares for
4,683 acres in conservation
easements within the Bear and
Yuba watersheds.
For years, the Howards and their children visited the property
every summer, staying in a rustic cabin with no telephone or
electricity. They drew water from a spring and cooked their
meals on a wood fired cook stove. They always dreamed of
building a log cabin on the property. Upon retirement in 2003,
Barry and Bonnie Howard moved to the property and built
their dream home.
By donating a conservation easement, the Howards remain
owners of their property with restrictions that they helped
establish by working with financial and legal advisors and
the Land Trust. The property will be enhanced and restored
in perpetuity for conservation values such as forest
productivity, wildlife and plant habitat and water resources.
With a conservation easement, open space is established and
maintained and negative impacts are minimized.
“We’re just giving up our development rights,” Barry said.

The property creates a habitat buffer
for Banner Mountain neighborhoods,
a forested residential area the Howards
have watched become more populated
in the last four decades. A wildlife
camera by the creek has captured
images of bobcat, possum, raccoon, deer, coyote and fox. Bird
surveys have identified many birds on the property, including
four species of woodpeckers. The Howards especially enjoy the
resident Pileateds.
Besides managing for a healthier forest, Barry has spent the past
decade building miles of trails that weave past native flowering
plants such as coral root orchid, native raspberry and bleeding
heart. As he walks the trail, he instinctively straightens the tree
limb borders with the side of his shoe or bends down to toss off
fallen sticks.
Years spent in these woods have connected the Howards with
the land. With a conservation easement now in place, the forest
regenerating from Gold Rush era mining and logging will remain
open and undeveloped for future generations.
“Since it was a gift to us, we feel it is right to gift it on,” Barry said.
By Laura Brown

• Bring funding to local farmers and
ranchers for the permanent protection
and sustainability of local farms.
• Continue work with the Stewardship
Council on the conservation of 12,000
acres of PG&E land in the Bear and
Yuba watershed.

Rice’s Crossing on the Yuba River

• Develop new trails and access to the
Yuba River with equestrian amenities
at Black Swan and Yuba Narrows Ranch
in Smartsville.

2014 Conservation Projects

• Develop the funding and construction
plan for the 8-mile Bear River Trail on
PG&E lands beginning at Bear Valley.

• Complete the acquisition of Rice’s
Crossing, a new public recreation area
on the Yuba River. Develop a plan for
trails master plan.

• Expand nature center facilities at
Burton Homestead for youth
outdoor programs.

For more information, visit us online at www.BYLT.org or call us at 530-272-5994

Stewardship
Love healthy forests? So do we. That’s
why BYLT is working hard to actively
manage our lands. We just finished a fuel
reduction and prescribed burn project
at Adam Ryan Preserve in Alta Sierra.
We will continue to provide updates on
our Facebook page. Read more about
prescribed fires here: http://www.norcal
rxfirecouncil.org/Prescribed_Fire.html

3

President’s Message
BYLT President Joe Byrne
This year marked the
beginning of a very exciting
new era for the Bear Yuba
Land Trust. We closed on
Garden Bar, the first in a
series of fee-owned major
conservation properties.
We are looking to acquire
additional properties in 2014
and beyond. This is the result
of many years of planning
and hard work by Land
Trust staff and volunteers
whose goal is to preserve the
heritage of the Bear and
Yuba watersheds.
We now have a working cattle ranch at Garden Bar and hope
to expand that in the future as more suitable grazing land is
conserved. We have grown our community’s public recreation
opportunities for both guided and unguided access to trails,
rivers and forests.
Naturally, this expanded role is stretching our resources both
in terms of our finances and personnel. Opportunities abound
for volunteers and having this kind of continued community
support is appreciated and necessary to BYLT’s future
conservation plans. 		
This past year saw some changes on our Board. Past Land Trust
President, Fran Cole, stepped down to focus on her campaign
for county supervisor. Fran was essential in leading the Land
Trust’s involvement with the Pacific Forest and Watershed
Lands Stewardship Council and conserving PG & E properties
in the Grouse Ridge and Bear Valley areas. Fran established the
popular Equi-Trek Program, connecting our local equestrian
community with unique BYLT properties.
The board added two very qualified leaders in 2013. Kathy
Mollet became our Treasurer in addition to being a Board
Member. Kathy retired from her post at Apple Computer as
Senior Director, Finance. She has been invaluable in keeping our
books in shape. Also, Letty Litchfield joined the Board. Letty is
an attorney practicing in Marysville and a longtime resident of
Smartsville. As our first Yuba County board member, she has
been essential in introducing us to the area and the people
where so many of our new initiatives are located.
Finally, this year our organization will see a unique mid-year
change in the office of President. In May, I will step down as
President and board member. Andy Cassano, our Vice-President,
and a past president himself, will take the reins. Andy is Principal
of Nevada City Engineering, a native of the Northern Sierra
foothills and a long term conservationist. Your Land Trust is in
good hands with these new leaders and on the right path to
enhance the conservation and recreational gains for the Bear
and Yuba watersheds.
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2013 Accomplishments
Land Stats: 5,530 Acres Conserved, 20 Easements, 8 Preserves
• Open space and natural areas: 1,203 acres
• Agricultural lands: 4,200 acres, 5 agricultural easements, 1
preserve (BYLT)
• Public preserves: 380 acres, 7 preserves (BYLT)
• Working forests: 350 acres, 3 agricultural easements
Trails Stats: 35 Miles on 14 Trails Built and/or Maintained
Strategic Plan and Accomplishments
1. Provide a Public Environmental Benefit
• 13,250 acres in the pipeline: pending projects are Black
Swan Expansion, Rice’s Crossing and PG&E lands
• Completed 32 acre Howard’s Little Deer Preserve on Banner
Mountain
• Approved for PG&E Deer Creek Powerhouse for 699 acres
2. Support Environmental Sustainability
• Forest restoration at Woodpecker Preserve
• Fuels reduction at Adam Ryan Preserve
• Black Swan riparian and pond restoration
• Monitored 18 easements
3. Trails Advocacy and Leadership
• 35 miles maintained
• Deer Creek Tribute Trail South/ Environs completed
4. Build a Culture of Conservation in Our Community
• 60 Treks, 1,000 people
• 150 kids at camp in 2013, 1/3 on scholarships
5. Build Organizational Capacity for the Long Term
• Increased major gifts by 250%
• 12% gain on restricted funds investments
6. Ensure Sound Practices
• Clean audit
• Financial procedures documented

Breakdown of Expenses 2013

Sources of Income

Notes to Financials
The year 2013 resulted in with a strong close with a range of income sources performing positively versus previous years. An audit
of 2011 was completed with no significant negative findings. Some highlights are as follows:
•

Responses to special appeals had growth in the number of donors and the value of their gifts. Memberships grew to an
average value of $109 per membership. Fundraising events such as the Stars Benefit Concert and Oak Tree Ball have resulted in
small income and should be considered more as outreach to develop new donors.

•

Work was performed against grants from multiple funding agencies including Sierra Nevada Conservancy, CalFire and NRCS.
These grants will fund work into 2014.

•

Acquisition of Garden Bar Preserve was completed with California Wildlife Conservation Board funds in the amount of $1.47
million, which will operate a permanent working cattle ranch. Although approximately $80k in funds were secured through
oak mitigation projects for land management, the State disallowed the use of mitigation funds for projects it funds for
acquisition. The only funding secured for management planning was a grant from Sierra Nevada Conservancy for $69k. The
original oak mitigation funds will be applied to another project.

•

The organization has received $22k in donations from the Stewardship Council for work performed toward the execution of
conservation of PG&E lands. Work will continue into the years to come.

•

Strong performance of the stock market provided a return of 12.36% on invested restricted funds.

•

There were no distributions made from the Salter Fund for the Benefit of Animals in 2013. The organization is holding these
funds for potential new public dog park developments.

•

Balance sheet highlights are end-of year cash provided the $79.4K into 2014; total accounts receivable is $371.1K including
PG&E and grant contracts; debt payable includes $104K balance of loans from Nickel Trust for the Benefit of Nevada County
Land Trust and $70K in a personal cash flow loan from a donor; total net worth is $4.968M

Bear Yuba Land Trust 2013 Financial Summary
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES ($K)				
		 2013		2012
Income
		
Public Support
$ 1,738
$ 803
Fee for Service
$
53
$ 37
Grants
$
84
$ 51
Investment Income
$
34
$ 35
Rental Income/Other
$
24
$ 13
Releases from Restriction
$
87
$ 74
Total Income
$ 2,020
$1,013
				
Expense			
Program
$ 376
$ 358
Fundraising
$
73
$ 64
Admin
$
77
$ 81
Total Expense
$ 526
$ 503
				
Other Income
$
81
$ 57
Other Expense
$
67
$ 128
				
Net Income
$ 1,508
$ 438
Net Income w/o LAND Contributions $
15
$ (112)

FINANCIAL POSITION
		 2013		2012
ASSETS				
Current Assets				
Checking/Savings		 79		 26
Accounts Receivable		 371		 54
Other Current Assets		 838		 791
Total Current Assets		 1,288		 871
Fixed Assets		
2		 4
Other Assets				
Program Assets				
Held for Preservation and Restoration		 627		 627
Held for Conservation		 2,982		1,510
Program Assets		 3,609		2,137
Other Assets		
51		 51
Total Other Assets		3,660		2,188
TOTAL ASSETS		 4,950		3,062
				
LIABILITIES & EQUITY				
Liabilities				
Accounts Payable		
74		 0.00
Other Current Liabilities		 416		 110
Total Liabilities		 490		 110
Equity				
				
Unrestricted Net Assets		 1900		 392
Temporarily Restricted Assets		 2,090		2,090
Permanent Restricted Net Assets		 470		 470
				
Total Equity		 4,460		2,952
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY		 4,950		3,062

Visit us online for more information at www.BearYubaLandTrust.org or call our office 530-272-5994
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Treks for 2014
March 3 - Treks for the Mind:
Botany of Desire
March 4 - Armchair Trek: Bears!
March 16 - Snowshoeing at Castle Peak
March 18 - Treks on Tuesday:
Environs Trail
March 19 - Singing Circle
March 22 - Sutter Buttes:
Brockman Canyon
March 26 - Table Mountain: 2 Falls
March 29 - Table Mountain: 5 Falls
April 3 - Eqitrek:
Robinson Ranch
April 12 - Walk on the Wild Side:
Focus on Ag
April 15 - Eqitrek:
Robinson Ranch
April 15 - Treks on Tuesday:
Hirschman Trail
April 26 - Tracking
April 30 - Armchair: Jug Handle film
May 1
- Armchair Trek:
Sierra Stories
May 7
- Walk & Roll on Wednesdays:
Litton Trail
May 12 - Treks for the Mind:
Last Season
May 17 - Historic Cemeteries: North
San Juan/ North Bloomfield
May 18 - Malakoff Diggins: Humbug
and South Yuba Trail
May 20 - Treks on Tuesday: Hoyt Trail
June 4 - Walk and Roll on
Wednesdays: Hirschman
June 7 - Celebration of Trails
June 17 - Treks on Tuesday:
Kenny Ranch Trails

Cool Events
in 2014
Already, the 2014 calendar is filling
up fast with a number of fun events
designed to suit the varied interests
of our community.
To kick off the season, we will
hold our Oak Tree Bash: Member
Meeting, Happy Hour and
Leadership Awards Ceremony at
5 p.m. Thursday, March 27 at the
beautiful historic North Star House.
Join us to honor Nevada County Farm
Advisor Roger Ingram with the William
Nickerl Award for Conservation Leadership
and Botanist Julie Carville with the John
Skinner Sierra Outdoors Recreation Award.
We’ll have cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and
live music by Beaucoup Chapeaux. Come
learn about upcoming treks, expanded
youth activities at Burton Homestead, new
events, volunteer opportunities and 2014
trail and conservation projects.
On Saturday, April 12, members are invited
to this year’s Walk on the Wild Side with a
focus on local agriculture. We’ll hear from
Amanda Thibodeau and Katie Turner of
Food Love Project, Phil Turner of Sierra
Harvest, Jim Gates of Nevada County
Free Range Beef and Alex Szabo of Szabo
Vineyard. We’ll end the day with wine,
oven-fired pizzas and beef sliders.
On Sunday, April 13 join us at the Nevada
Theatre for a film screening of Rebels with
a Cause, a benefit for the Land Trust. A
$30 ticket includes a cocktail and after film

The historic North Star House will be the site of a
number of Land Trust events this year including
a Member Meeting Happy Hour and Award
Ceremony, Thursday, March 27; a Shakespeare
Production on July 5 and a series of concerts
this summer.

discussion with Executive Director Marty
Coleman-Hunt and John Muir!
On Saturday, April 26, BYLT will be in
downtown Smartsville for the 7th Annual
Pioneer Day. The following day, from
9 a.m. to noon, Sunday, April 27, BYLT
will sponsor a free trek on the Black
Swan property.
In May, we’ll gear up for summer
camp with a family picnic at Burton
Homestead. On Saturday, June 7, join us
for a community Celebration of Trails.
New this year, Bear Yuba Land Trust
will team up with Quest Theaterworks
on July 5 for a Shakespeare Production
at the North Star House. This will be
followed by a new Stars at North Star
House concert series. Stay tuned.

New Series! Treks on Tuesday
Treks on Tuesday is Bear Yuba Land Trust’s newest community trekking program for
2014. Each month join us at 10 a.m. every third Tuesday for an exploration of local
trails mapped in our popular sets of trail cards and on our online Trails Portal.
We had a great turnout for our first two hikes on the Alan Thiesen Trail and Deer
Creek Tribute Trail.
Be sure to mark the following Treks on Tuesdays dates on your calendar: Environs
Trail on March 18, Hirschman Trail on April 15, Hoyt Trail on May 20, Kenny Ranch
Trails on June 17, Litton Trail on July 15, Loma Rica Trail on August 19, Empire Mine on
September 16, Orene Wetherall Trail on October 21, Rattlesnake Trail on November
18 and Union Hill Trails on December 16.
This is a free outing meant as an introduction to the very accessible public trails
found within our community. No registration is required. For more information,
contact Melony Vance at melony@bylt.org, 272-5994 x 200
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Join BYLT at 10 a.m. the third Tuesday of
every month for an exploration of local trails
as part of our new series, Treks on Tuesday. A
Hirschman Trail walk will be held on April 15.

Year-end Goal: Doubled!
In 2013, the local community
showed an outpouring of
support for Bear Yuba Land
Trust. Through generous
donations, the people of
this community voiced loud
and clear that they care
about local landscapes and
want them conserved for
agriculture, recreation and
wildlife habitat. BYLT plans to
put that money to good use
in the year ahead, building
and maintaining new trails,
sending kids to camp and
protecting thousands of acres
of historic farmland.

The land trust
accreditation
program recognizes
land conservation
organizations that meet
national quality standards
for protecting important natural places
and working land forever. Bear Yuba
Land Trust received accreditation in 2009
and is pleased to announce that it will be
submitting an application for reaccreditation
on April 17, 2014. A public comment
period is now open.

During the Year End Appeal, BYLT received Bloomfield Road to Indian Flat Road
near The Willo steak house, west of
$62,264 in donations, exceeding a goal
Nevada City.
of $30,000 and more than doubling the
amount from the previous year. This
• Black Swan Trail Project – A 2-mile l
funding will help restore the biologically
oop trail for pedestrian and mountain
diverse oak woodland habitat for wildlife
bikes that will climb through blue
such as the endangered Black Rail at
oak-grassland, follow an abandoned
our newest preserve, Garden Bar. With
ditch to the Black Swan Hydraulic
community support, we are that much
Diggins, pass a pond and travel
closer to opening 13,000 acres of PG&E
along an old ranch road.
lands in the Sierra Nevada for public use.
During our Camp Scholarship Appeal,
Our Trails Appeal was equally successful
we raised $4,610, again exceeding the
and generated $51,405 in donations. With amount from the previous year. This
your help, we passed our matching goal
money was used for camp scholarships
of $25,000. We will use this money to
and sent children to Burton Homestead
maintain 35 miles of existing trails. We
camps to connect with nature and play
also plan to build new trails including:
outdoors.
• County Government Center Trail – This Thank you everyone for a great year and
will extend the existing trail at the
let’s make 2014 the best one yet!
county’s Rood Center, linking North

6th Annual Scotch Broom Challenge
Bear Yuba Land Trust will partner once
again with the Fire Safe Council of
Nevada County during the 8th Annual
Scotch Broom Challenge.
Similar to last year, we are seeking
volunteers to help pull Scotch broom
from 9 a.m. to noon April 19 at the
Burton Homestead on Lake Vera/ Purdon
Road, Nevada City.
Scotch broom is an aggressive invader of
our forests and forms dense stands that

National Land Trust
Accreditation Renewal:
Public Comment
Period Now Open

The Land Trust Accreditation Commission,
an independent program of the Land Trust
Alliance, conducts an extensive review of
each applicant’s policies and programs.
The Commission invites public input
and accepts signed, written comments
on pending applications. Comments
must relate to how Bear Yuba Land Trust
complies with national quality standards.
These standards address the ethical
and technical operation of a land trust.
For the full list of standards please visit
http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/
tips-and-tools/indicator-practices.
To learn more about the accreditation
program and to submit a comment, visit
www.landtrustaccreditation.org or email
your comment to info@landtrustaccreditation.org. Comments may also be faxed
or mailed to the Land Trust Accreditation
Commission, Attn: Public Comments:
(fax) 518-587-3183; (mail) 112 Spring St
Ste 204, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866.
Comments on Bear Yuba Land Trust’s
application will be most useful by
May 30, 2014.

crowd out native vegetation and displace
wildlife. One shrub can produce up to
15,000 seeds after two years of growth!
Scotch broom is extremely flammable,
another reason we want to control this
fast-growing shrub.
Bring a water bottle, work gloves, long
pants and long sleeve shirts. We’ll
provide snacks and water and will work
rain or shine.
By Stewardship Coordinator Cathy Shirley

For more information, visit us online at www.BYLT.org or call us at 530-272-5994

Volunteers from last year’s Scotch broom
pull at the Burton Homestead.

12183 Auburn Rd.
Grass Valley, CA 95949
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Historic North Star House
5 p.m. Thursday, March 27
Awards presented to

Join Bear Yuba
Land Trust

Roger Ingram
William Nickerl Award for Conservation Leadership

Julie Carville
John Skinner Sierra Outdoors Recreation Award

Annual
Member Meeting

Celebrate two lifetime
Conservation Leaders in our Community

Happy Hour &
Leadership Awards

Learn about upcoming treks, volunteer opportunities,
youth activities at Burton Homestead and
BYLT’s trail and conservation projects for 2014.

Live Music by Beaucoup Chapeaux
No host bar • Suggested Donation: $10

Join us in our commitment to the land.
Please recycle this newsletter.

