
Bear Yuba Land Trust 
Key Messages 

 
1. …is a non-profit, member-supported group that supports voluntary conservation of 

land.   More than 9,000 acres have been protected from development in perpetuity. 
 
2. …has built more than 35 miles of community trails with the help of many volunteers and 

local business donations 
 
3. ….operates outdoor recreation programs like Treks, and nature education programs like 

a summer kids camp. 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q:  What is a land trust?  
A: A land trust is a nonprofit organization that actively works to conserve land by directly buying 
or accepting donations of land or of conservation easements. They also educate the public and 
advocate for the need to conserve land. 
 
Q:  Are land trusts government agencies? 
A: No, they are independent organizations that work with landowners who are interested in 
protecting open space.  
 
Q:  What are the advantages of working with a land trust? 
A: Land trusts are very closely tied to the communities in which they operate. They understand 
the concerns of the community and the needs of the landowners.  In addition, the land trust’s 
nonprofit tax status brings a variety of tax benefits. Donations of land, conservation easements 
or money may qualify the landowner for income or gift tax savings. 
 
Q:  What does a land trust do? 
A: Land trusts conserve land for its natural, recreational, scenic, historical and productive values. 
Land trusts can purchase land for permanent protection, or they may use one of several other 
methods: accept donations of land or the funds to purchase land, accept a bequest, or accept 
the donation of a conservation easement. In some instances, land trusts also purchase 
conservation easements. 
 
Q:  What is a conservation easement? 
A: A conservation easement is a voluntary, legal agreement between a landowner and a land 
trust that permanently limits the use of the land in order to protect its conservation values. It 
allows a landowner to continue to own and use their land and to sell it or pass it on to heirs. 
 
Q: What limitations exist on land with a conservation easement? 
A: Think of land ownership as consisting of a bundle of rights to do a variety of things with your 
land, like to build structures within the restrictions of zoning ordinances.  If you give or sell a 
conservation easement to a land trust, you give up some of those rights. For example, you might 
give up the right to build additional structures.  However you may retain rights that protect the 
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conservation values of the land, like the right to grow crops. Future owners also will be bound 
by the easement's terms. The land trust is responsible for making sure the easement's terms are 
followed on a long-term basis. 
 
Q: Aren’t conservation easements very stringent in their restrictions and conditions? 
A: Not at all.  In fact conservation easements offer great flexibility. An easement on property 
containing rare wildlife habitat might prohibit any development, for example, while one on a 
farm might allow continued farming and the building of additional agricultural structures. An 
easement may apply to just a portion of the property, and need not require public access. 
 
Q: Don’t conservation easements require public access? 
A: Only of the owner who sets up the conservation easement contract with the land trust wants 
it.  There is no requirement for public access. 
 
Q:  Is there any difference between a restriction on land by deed covenant (restriction) and a 
restriction on land by conservation easement? 
A: Deed restrictions and conservation easements are essentially the same thing, a legally binding 
restriction on the use of land in the form of a written instrument that affects the title to the land 
and is generally recorded where deeds are recorded. The only significant difference is that the 
conservation easement, if written properly and granted to an eligible grantee, is entitled to 
many more protections of the law under most states’ statutes. It is generally accorded greater 
deference by courts in the event of a dispute. 
 
Another major difference is that conservation easements that meet certain qualifications are 
eligible for income tax treatment as a charitable gift. Because of these added benefits, there is 
no reason why a qualified grantee should ever take a simple deed restriction. 
 
Q:  What are the tax benefits to landowners? 
A: If the donation of a conservation easement benefits the public by permanently protecting 
important conservation resources and meets other federal tax code requirements it can qualify 
as a tax-deductible charitable donation. The amount of the donation is the difference between 
the land's value with the easement and its value without the easement.  
 
Perhaps most important, a conservation easement can be essential for passing land on to the 
next generation. By removing the land's development potential, the easement lowers its market 
value, which in turn lowers estate tax. Whether the easement is donated during life or by will, it 
can make a critical difference in the heirs' ability to keep the land intact. 
 
An independent tax consultant should always be consulted to determine if a tax benefit will be 
obtained in any situation. 
 
Q:  What are a land trust's responsibilities regarding conservation easements? 
A: The land trust is responsible for enforcing the restrictions that the easement document spells 
out. Therefore, the land trust monitors the property on a regular basis -- typically once a year - 
to determine that the property remains in the condition prescribed by the easement document. 
The land trust maintains written records of these monitoring visits, which also provide the 
landowner a chance to keep in touch with the land trust. Many land trusts establish 
endowments to provide for long-term stewardship of the easements they hold.  



Page 3 of 3 
 

 
Q:  Someone is about to develop a beautiful piece of land in my community!  Can my land 
trust stop it? 
A: Many of the nation’s land trusts were formed to address this problem – conserving our 
precious landscapes before they are lost forever to development. However, whether to develop 
or conserve a particular parcel of land is a complex decision that depends on many criteria and 
local concerns. 
 
Please note that a land trust must be selective in choosing land-saving projects.  Unless the land 
trust exercises care in choosing its projects, it may find itself stuck with a property or a 
conservation easement that serves little public interest, is very costly to manage, or does not 
really fit with the land trust's purposes. A land trust that does not carefully select its projects 
may open itself to public criticism, credibility problems and even legal problems. 
 


