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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Bear Yuba Land Trust 

Wednesday, August 17, 2016, 12:00 p.m. 
BYLT Offices, North Star Property, Grass Valley, California 

  
Call to Order:  A regular meeting of the Executive Committee of Bear Yuba Land Trust (”BYLT”) 
was held on Wednesday, August 17, 2016, at 12:00 p.m. PST. President and Committee Chair 
Terry Hundemer called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m. PST and verified the presence of a 
quorum.  
 

1. Roll Call and Agenda Review: The first item of business was the roll call of committee 
members. Present and participating in the meeting were the following committee 
members: Terry Hundemer, President; Fran Cole, Vice President, Art Thielen, Treasurer; 
Michael Smiley, Secretary; and Andy Cassano, Past President. Guests present: None. Also 
present were the following staff members: Marty Coleman-Hunt, Executive Director; and 
Mariah Simpson, Official Clerk of the Board. 

2. Consent Agenda - The next item of business was the approval of the Consent Agenda, 
which consisted of the approval of the July minutes. Upon motions duly made and 
seconded, the list of items in the consent agenda and the consent agenda were 
approved.  
 
Old Business - Michael suggested including an old business section in the next agenda, 
for committee members to report updates to action items. In response to a question 
from Marty, Fran responded that old business may be placed anywhere on the agenda. 
Following Terry’s suggestion, it was generally agreed that old business will be discussed 
along with the minutes in the consent agenda. 

3. President’s Report:   
Executive Session - Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Executive Committee 
entered into executive session at 12:15pm to discuss the Woodpecker Lawsuit. Upon 
motion duly made and seconded, the Executive Committee exited executive session 
and returned to the general meeting at 1:07pm.  

4. Finance Report:  
Distribution of Fordyce and Meadow Stewardship Funds – Art reported that the total 
distribution of stewardship funds to BYLT from PG&E for Fordyce and Meadow Lake will 
be $209,596. These funds are scheduled to be received August 18, 2016. A portion of this 
distribution is unrestricted ($15,987) and can be used for operations. The balance of 
$193,608 will be deposited in the restricted stewardship funds, which can only be used 
for legal defense and conservation easement monitoring. Although the funds received 
will all be recorded as income, only $15,987 is available immediately for operations. The 
next distribution of stewardship funds from PG&E is scheduled for March 2017. Art 
reported that he and Marty met to discuss dwindling reserves and year-to-date losses. 
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The result of their meeting is a budget reforecast, which is in process and will be 
distributed when completed. 

5. Strategic Discussion:  
Update from Strategic Plan Committee – Marty stated that the Strategic Planning 
Committee is continuing to refine the proposal to be submitted to the Board. The Board 
needs to make a decision so that the committee can continue to move forward. Staff will 
be at the next Board meeting to participate in the discussion. The committee plans to be 
prepared for a discussion of the final strategic plan elements at the Board retreat in 
December. 
 
Wetlands Mitigation Opportunity– Marty reported that BYLT met with National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and Westerveldt Ecological Services, a private firm that 
banks environmental mitigation credits. NFWF and Westerveldt would like BYLT to be a 
partner in wetlands mitigation. Marty stated that BYLT will undergo the Army Corps of 
Engineers’ certification process. Marty reported that she is considering hiring Lynette 
Batt to help facilitate the process. Marty stated that BYLT has an agreement with Nevada 
County to provide recreation and oak woodlands mitigation. The partnership with NFWF 
and Westerveldt would only include wetlands mitigation and could create opportunities 
for BYLT to work with Nevada Irrigation District on future projects.   

6. Staff Report 
Gala Update – Marty reported that ticket sales for the fundraiser on September 10th, 
2016 are going well. 
  
Trails Appeal Update, Quarter Mile Markers – Marty reported that the Trails Appeal has 
raised 17% of the goal, which is $60,000. Marty stated that BYLT is launching the 
“Memorial-Mile-Marker” program. Under the program, individual mile markers on BYLT 
trails will be sold for $1,000 each. Marty stated that BYLT will donate the first one in 
honor of John Casey, founding member of the Land Trust, major donor, and influential 
community member.  
   
PG&E Conservation Easement Closing Schedule – Marty stated that PG&E has committed 
to a schedule defining the anticipated future closing dates for each of the Conservation 
Easements (CE’s) on PG&E properties. March or April of 2018 is the intended completion 
of the entire process with PG&E.  
 
Burton Homestead Proposal from 4 Elements Earth Education – Marty stated that 
Director of Land Stewardship Erin Tarr will present a proposal from the nonprofit 4EEE to 
acquire the Burton Property at the next Board meeting. Terry stated that 4EEE runs a 
very good business and that the group seems like a perfect fit. Terry stated that the 
transfer will need to include a Conservation Easement (CE). In response to a question 
from Michael, Marty responded that the intention of the original donor was for the 
property to be used for the education of children. Michael commented that he is 
generally in favor of the transfer, but, as negotiations proceed, BYLT will need assurances 
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of 4EEE’s financial capacity and their record of experience, as well as BYLT’s liabilities if 
4EEE were to default on any terms of the agreement.  
 
Independence Trail Ramp – Marty reported that various segments of the long wooden 
ramp from the Independence Trail down to Rush Creek are located on both BYLT and 
California State Parks property.  The bottom part of the ramp is located on BYLT property 
and sits on a rock in the seasonal flow of the creek.  It has no proper foundation, is 
unsecured, and presents a hazardous condition. The ramp was built by volunteers and 
contractors piece-meal in 1978 and different portions were donated to either BYLT or 
State Parks. Trail Coordinators Shaun Clarke and Bill Haire reviewed the condition of the 
ramp and reported that the ramp could wash away in a storm event. Shaun and Bill have 
been working with Matt Green, Superintendent of South Yuba River State Park. The three 
of them decided that taking the ramp out would be the best solution, but some 
community members would like to see a solution that retains the ramp. In response to a 
question from Michael, Marty responded that the trail has never been ADA compliant, as 
it was constructed before ADA standards existed and that the trail is considered 
“accessible”. In response to a question from Terry, Marty responded that State Parks 
would prefer to have the ramp removed due to liability and a lack of funding to make 
necessary repairs. Shaun will present recommendations and ask for direction at the next 
Board meeting. 
 
 Schwab Lot – Marty stated that the primary purpose of this project is to assist the City of 
Grass Valley to conserve lands along Wolf Creek and assist in the construction and 
maintenance of a trail through the area. The city and Schwab would like to do a property 
split, removing a portion of the Schwab property and transferring it to BYLT ownership. 
BYLT would hold the property for a few years while a trail is constructed. It is intended 
that the project would be fully funded by the City of Grass Valley. The city will construct 
the trail, donate ten additional acres of land and provide funds for an endowment for 
land stewardship and trail maintenance. The project has the potential to establish a 
funding relationship between BYLT and the city, in order to collaborate in developing 
future recreation amenities like this on a recurring basis. Marty reported that Erin Tarr 
has mapped all applicable property boundaries near the Schwab property including the 
North Star Mining Museum, the Newmont property, Berriman Ranch, Pine Creek 
Shopping Center, and the Schwab property. Staff will ask the Board for authorization to 
conduct further due diligence on the prospective project. Marty stated that a tour of the 
Schwab Lot will be held at 3:00pm on August 23rd, 2016 prior to the Board meeting. 
 
McCarthy Purchase and Sales Offer – Marty reported that Joe Byrne has made 
clarifications on the draft purchase offer she prepared for the McCarthy lot on Wolf 
Creek in Grass Valley. Marty stated that she would like to review the offer with the Board 
at the next meeting so that she can then discuss the offer with realtor Locke Richards the 
following day. The offer is based on the estimated property value BYLT received from the 
appraiser, which is much less than the current listing price. The terms of the BYLT offer 
include a stipulation that BYLT will have one year to secure funding for the project and 
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that it is contingent on BYLT’s ability to secure such funding. In response to a question 
from Terry, Marty stated that this is the process the Executive Committee agreed to 
follow.   

 

7. Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:33 pm PST. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Michael Smiley, Secretary & Mariah Simpson, Official Clerk of the Board 


