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MISSION
Bear Yuba Land Trust exists to create
a balance between nature and the
needs of the people who make a life
and a livelihood here. This is our home.

4
Beauty of Lone
Bobcat Woods
BYLT’s first conservation
easement only gets
better with time.
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2015 Preserve Tours

A New Era

Join BYLT staff for a new series of tours
exploring three important Preserves.

BYLT climbs into the high
country of the Sierra Nevada
with conservation easements
on iconic PG&E lands.

What’s Inside
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The Value of Land
What is a conservation
easement?

Thanks
to our Local
Heroes
Mitchell Nickerson and Anthony
Piziali, both 18, completed their
Eagle Scout projects at BYLT’s
Mathis Pond Preserve.
Thanks to Mitchell for re-aligning and
maintaining the trail at the Preserve.
Now visitors can enjoy two picnic
tables built by Anthony.
It’s encouraging to see young
people who care about
making our community
a better place.

Our mission is to enrich the deep
community connection with our land—
today, tomorrow, and forever.
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Challenges and Solutions

Land News is a publication of
Bear Yuba Land Trust

Save the date

12183 Auburn Rd
Grass Valley, CA 95949
(530) 272-5994
www.BYLT.org • info@BYLT.org
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BYLT’S

LAND CAMPAIGN
By contributing to
BYLT’s Year End Appeal
for land conservation
efforts, you enable the
Land Trust to:
Purchase conservation
easements on the most
threatened properties
Set up stewardship funds to
care for lands in easements
in perpetuity
Match state, federal, and other
sources of public conservation
funding
Help preserve Nevada County’s
150-year old heritage of family
farming

The Value of Land Message from Marty
“People know the price of everything
		
and the value of nothing.”

Oscar Wilde

It’s difficult to put a value on all the ways that nature enriches our lives.
There are many local and global benefits of living in a community with strong and healthy ecosystems.
We have stronger economies, healthy agriculture and water supplies, and places to recreate – all as a
result of so-called “ecosystem services.”
“Ecosystem services” are a way to think about the benefits nature provides. Some Less obvious ecosystem services include: plants that
clean air and filter water, decomposition of wastes, bees that pollinate flowers and plant roots that hold soil in place to prevent erosion.
Researchers are looking at ecosystem services and how they
relate to monetary values. It turns out, the values go beyond
farms and timber.

agricultural land is moderately or severely degraded and the
amount of people displaced will constitute the world’s 28th largest
country by population.

In the U.S., wetlands are one of the most threatened
ecosystems, with a loss of over 50 percent. Most fish we rely
on for food spend part of their lifecycle in wetland habitats.
About one-third of North American bird species use wetlands
for food, shelter, and/ or breeding. Wetlands retain and
control flood waters and wetland plants absorb nutrients and
chemicals from the water, acting as a natural filtration system.
The loss of wetlands impact recreation and property values.

In most situations the value of ecosystem services and benefits
outweigh the cost of remediating land degradation or of
conversion to other economic uses. The core of the Land Trust
mission is to conserve land and slow the rate of degradation
of land resources and the depletion of ecosystem services.
This is accomplished whether we conserve local wetlands, oak
woodlands, grasslands, conifer forests or headwaters; or if we
encourage local sustainable forestry and agriculture, passive
recreation, eco-tourism, livable communities, or restoration
projects.

Local oak woodlands - with only 10 percent protected - are
severely threatened by residential sprawl. These
foothill environments support the highest animal
biodiversity in California with over 330 species of
birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians. Most
of the state’s water flows through oak woodlands
for power supply, human consumption, and
healthy fisheries. Hardwood products and carbon
sequestration come from these mid-elevation
ecosystems that also provide year-around recreation
tourism such as hunting and hiking. Landowners are
willing to pay a premium to be located adjacent to
protected open space, growing a stronger tax base.
Worldwide, researchers are looking at the benefits
of natural ecosystems left intact. A recent article
published by YubaNet cited that the U.S. loses
$6.3 to $10.6 trillion each year because of land
degradation. A report by the United Nations
University (Canada) found 52 percent of world

This issue of Land News focuses on 25 years of land conservation
progress in our community. It happens because key individuals
take the initiative to make something good happen here. In
the coming months, BYLT’s board of directors will write the next
five-year strategic plan. We would like to hear what you value
about land and ecosystems. You support this land trust with your
dollars, your volunteerism and the donation of your development
rights on your land. We are so very grateful and the results are
stunning. We want to be sure we fulfill the responsibilities you
have bestowed upon us, for many years to come.

Executive Director Marty Coleman-Hunt
Please take a moment to tell us how we are doing:
http://www.bylt.org/survey/
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They will not cut you down

A Return to Lone Bobcat Woods
Janaia Donaldson and Robin Mallgren walked beneath towering Ponderosa pine and
incense cedar of Lone Bobcat Woods, a 162-acre Open Space Conservation Easement
nestled between Round Mountain and the South Yuba River.
“We’d like this to become old growth forest someday,” said Janaia.
In the 1980s, Janaia and Robin were working for Xerox in the Bay Area’s tech industry
when they started dreaming of living in the woods. They discovered 40 acres of land
slated for development north of the quaint Gold Rush era town of Nevada City in the
Rock Creek and Yuba River watershed.
They found home.
Bordering their new forest land were three
additional 40 acre parcels for sale. As a whole, the
landscape is an intact natural community with
a mixed conifer forest and a variety of birds and
animals. Beautifully wooded, the land was poised to
become gorgeous home sites by a developer.
Or perhaps it could be left wild.
“I just couldn’t imagine letting it slip away. But I
also couldn’t imagine buying it. That’s where an
easement to the land trust made it possible,” said
Robin. She grew up on seven acres in Olympia,
Washington on land that is now a housing
development.
At the time, Nevada County Land Trust (now Bear
Yuba Land Trust) was in its formative years. Robin and Janaia attended lands meetings
chaired by Bill Nickerl, where potential projects were being discussed.
Robin and Janaia learned that if they donated the right to develop their land through
an easement to the Land Trust, they would cut the value of the parcel in half. That
reduction, considered a charitable donation, noticeably reduced their federal income
tax. The money they saved on taxes accelerated their ability to purchase three
bordering parcels and secure more easements. It took five years to preserve the place
they loved - a total of 162 protected acres.
“It was leveraging what we had. We couldn’t afford it otherwise,” said Janaia.
Completed in late 1994, Round Mountain East became the first Conservation Easement
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“…Grow old with me, my woods.
Long after we are gone,
They will not cut you down.
Words on paper,
Law-words and science-words,
Carry that promise...”
Janaia Donaldson, November 1997

project for the Land Trust. Designed to protect scenic and wildlife values and forest
health, the easement prohibits development such as house building, subdividing,
ranching and waste dumping.
“We all learned together how to do it. We were charting new territory,” said Janaia, who
together with Robin in those early years tailored the easement to express exactly
their wishes.
Since that time, Bear Yuba Land Trust has saved 9,000 acres with 22 conservation
easements and 10 preserves.
The easement has taken on the name Lone Bobcat Woods, in recognition of the
wildlife populations found there. The land is situated completely within the critical
migration range for the Nevada City deer herd. The long-range goal of the easement
is to create and maintain a healthy, natural old-growth forest ecosystem with an
emphasis on enhancing wildlife habitat including sugar pines found throughout
the property.
As they walked, they shared stories of a resident bear they recently recorded on video,
a mountain lion and cubs that ambled past their home and the other wildlife that
come to drink from the pond.
“I feel these visitations are blessings. It’s been a joy to watch them accept us,” said Janaia.
They stopped under a large, black oak tree at the edge of a natural meadow and kicked
the leaves to find a mortar grinding rock used by indigenous people.
Lone Bobcat Woods stretches from nearly the top of Round Mountain to the lip of the
canyon where the South Yuba River meanders about a quarter mile below. It is almost
entirely surrounded by state and federal public lands. Visitors frequently remark on how
quiet this land is.
In 100 years, even when they are long gone, Robin and Janaia imagine Lone Bobcat
Woods continuing to flourish.
“I expect it’s going to be a much older forest. I’m hoping we still have a good chunk of
wildlife habitat here and some big trees,” said Janaia.

What is a conservation easement?

A conservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement between
a landowner and a Land Trust, restricting the use of a property
to protect conservation values such as open space, agriculture and
natural resources, according to the property owner’s wishes, forever.

2015 Land Tours
Walk the Land Trust Preserves
Join Bear Yuba Land
Trust’s Executive Director
Marty Coleman-Hunt
and staff for a new series
of walking tours on three
BYLT Preserves: Rice’s
Crossing, Garden Bar
and Burton Homestead.
It’s an opportunity to
learn the importance
and uniqueness of each
place, the stewardship
done so far and future
visions. Each property
showcases a different
aspect of land use
under BYLT’s strategic
conservation plan.
Come find out more
about these iconic
properties and what
you can do to sustain
their future.
“Walk the Land Trust
Preserves” is a free series.
Register today at:
www.bylt.org or
530-272-5994 x 200

Rice’s Crossing Preserve 2,707 acres

Garden Bar Preserve 652 Acres

Burton Homestead 38 Acres

What: During this first in a three-part Land
Tour series, Trails Coordinator Shaun Clarke
will focus on the recreational values and
opportunities that abound at Rice’s
Crossing Preserve.

What: Stewardship Manager Erin Tarr will
speak of the agricultural richness of Garden
Bar Preserve.

What: Development and Programs Manager Melony
Vance will conclude the Land Tour series with a talk
about youth education, current programs and all the
community possibilities at Burton Homestead.

When: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 22

Located along a six-mile span of the Yuba
River in the counties of Yuba and Nevada,
Rice’s Crossing Preserve extends from New
Bullard’s Bar Reservoir to the north and
South Yuba River State Park and Englebright
Reservoir to the south.
Who benefits: Hikers, mountain bicyclists
and equestrian riders can explore the new
2.25 mile Yuba Rim Trail out to the scenic
overlook and back to identify birds and
other wildlife, snap photographs of the
river canyon or picnic in the meadow.
The Preserve protects important open
space and wildlife corridors.
With your financial support: In coming
years, BYLT’s Trails Team and volunteers will
build miles of new interpretive trails and
provide infrastructure like roads for new river
access opening up swimming, kayaking,
fishing,
and picnicking opportunities. BYLT’s
stewardship team will monitor the
property and work with other agencies and
nonprofits to ensure habitat for threatened
and endangered species, like native fish
populations, is protected and restored.

When: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 12

This 652-acre working cattle ranch located
in the Southern reaches of Nevada County
includes blue oak woodlands, grasslands,
over two miles of Bear River frontage and
two miles of interior creeks, connecting
a 9,000-acre conserved landscape. Early
California pioneers once passed through
this land on the Emigrant Trail enroute
from passes in the Sierra Nevada to the
Central Valley.
Who benefits: People who care about
where their food comes from take comfort
in knowing that Jim Gates of Nevada County
Free Range Beef grazes his cattle on the lush
green, pesticide-free pastures of Garden
Bar. Intact blue oak woodlands address
the stresses of climate change, reduce soil
erosion and sustain water quality, providing
habitat for a wide range of terrestrial and
aquatic species.
With your financial support: BYLT has a
wetland restoration plan in place for an area
of Little Wolf Creek that will support the
threatened California black rail (Laterallus
jamaicensis coturniculus).

When: 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 10

With its diverse ecosystems, Burton Homestead is
an outdoor classroom for the next generation of
conservationists. It is a resource center for educators
who provide hands-on, interactive, experiential nature
education. It’s a place where people of all ages can
explore ways to become better stewards of the land.
Who benefits: Hundreds of children:
Explore the natural world through science and
nature at BYLT’s Earth Encounters camps
Learn where food comes from at Sierra Harvest’s
educational farm, Food Love Project
Learn tracking, nature awareness and survival skills
with Four Elements Earth Education (4EEE) Fox
Walkers Program
Learn about Maidu culture from the Tsi Akim Maidu
tribe on three-acres, Pata Panaka
From the inner city learn leadership through nature
healing program, Movimiento
With your financial support: Burton Homestead will
grow into a full-fledged community nature center with
interpretive trails and year-round classrooms for outdoor
education teacher training, charter and homeschool
environmental education, public school field trips,
outdoor talks featuring storytellers and naturalists, arts
in the outdoors and expanded science curriculum.
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Slice of the Sierra Nevada
Protected Forever
Shelly Covert

A new era of land conservation is dawning for Bear Yuba Land Trust as agreements with PG&E, the Stewardship Council
and other agencies continue to move forward, permanently protecting iconic lakes and rivers of the Sierra Nevada.
In the Yuba and Bear River watersheds, 12,000 acres of
The other planning units, are found in the high country
PG&E lands are designated for protection, with BYLT in
near Grouse Ridge Non-Motorized Area of the Tahoe
line to hold conservation easements on all of these lands. National Forest off Highway 20. Historically these lands
Viewed as critically important to the state’s water supply, were open to the public for hiking, biking, equestrian
these lands, known as planning units, provide beneficial riding, camping, fishing, boating and other recreation.
public values such as outdoor recreation, sustainable
forestry, agriculture, wildlife habitat,
open space and
cultural and historic
resources.
Planning units of the
Yuba-Bear Watershed
include: Fordyce Lakes,
Lake Spaulding, Bear
River and The Narrows.
Others involved include:
USFS, UC Berkeley
Forestry Department,
Sierra Foothill Research
and Extension Center
- UC Davis, NID, local
Native American tribes,
organized recreation and
environmental groups.
BYLT secured two easements earlier this year,
permanently protecting about 64 acres of critical
salmon spawning habitat along the Yuba River below
Engelbright Dam: PG&E Narrows in Nevada County and
UC Narrows in Yuba County.
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“When all of the land transactions
go through it will mean that
these Sierra Nevada lakes and
rivers will be forever protected
from development. BYLT will
monitor these lands annually
to ensure habitat, trails and
roads are being maintained
and ecological and recreational
values are being protected.
This means that these areas
will forever be open to
the public for recreation
opportunities that currently
exist,” said Stewardship
Manager Erin Tarr.
Even if the PG&E lands are
sold to a different entity, with easements
in place, the development and recreation values will be
upheld and protected.
It’s a shift in the way BYLT saves land. For the past 25
years, BYLT focused primarily on the foothills where
most people live, conserving agriculture, open space
and natural habitat on private land where public access

was not allowed. Gradually, BYLT enlarged its charter to
include recreation on public preserves and trails. Looking
forward, BYLT is working closely with public agencies to
conserve the rich biodiversity of headwater lands, where
ownership is a checkerboard mosaic of private and
public, and outdoor recreation is considered world class.
“These are among the most critical and complex
watershed lands that PG&E owns in the Sierra Nevada
and of enormous statewide significance. These lands,
lakes and rivers are also critical for water supply for NID.
Permanent protection of these lands are crucial to secure
a sustainable future for our community, for the State of
California and for wildlife habitat. If these spectacular
lands were sold off to private development for things like
trophy homes and Disney-style ski lodges, the beneficial
public values would be seriously degraded,” said
Executive Director Marty Coleman-Hunt.
Climate change brings new challenges. Conserving lands
in the Sierra Nevada means opportunities for cleaner air
with carbon sequestration; sustainable forestry for forest
health and a cleaner water supply and open space for
wildlife corridors as more and more species migrate to
higher elevations.
As the Land Trust enters this new era of conservation,
the general public can be rest assured that public lands
recreated in for decades will remain open – forever.
Learn more about this and other current projects at
www.bylt.org

“The land ethic simply enlarges the boundaries of the
community to include soils, waters, plants, and animals, or
collectively: the land... In short, a land ethic changes the role
of Homo sapiens from conqueror of the land-community to
plain member and citizen of it.”
– Aldo Leopold

Challenges We Face
Climate Change

Catastrophic Wildfires – Bigger,
more intense and devastating
than 40 years ago; today’s fires
burn six times more acreage
leaving behind barren soil,
inhibiting the regrowth of
forests and polluting the air

4 Year-Drought – 2015
marked the worst drought in
California’s recorded history

Dwindling snow pack – At 6 percent of
normal, 2015 marked the lowest snow
pack in the Sierra Nevada in 500 years

The good news… With community
support, BYLT can be the Solution
Land conservation buffers negative
impacts of Climate Change
Sierra Nevada provides 60 percent of state’s
water; land stewardship can improve the
quality of this important water supply

BYLT will hold conservation easements above the
snow line in Grouse Ridge and Fordyce Lakes areas
Restores forest health by
thinning wildfire fuels and
removing invasive plants

Contiguous swaths of protected open space on private
and public lands on the Bear and Yuba Rivers provide
safe corridors for wildlife

Threats to biodiversity and habitat – More than 110 ‘special status’ species
have been documented in the Northern Sierra Nevada Foothills

BYLT preserves open space

Population growth, encroaching
development threatens open space

Supporting farmers and ranchers
who provide a local food supply

Pollinators such as honey bees
are in decline worldwide
Diminishing farmland - Over 50 acres of U.S.
farm and ranch land are lost every hour

Habitat loss – blue oak woodlands are disappearing throughout the
West with only 10 percent protected in the California foothills

Intact forests and
woodlands absorb 15
percent of U.S. carbon
dioxide emissions

BYLT is planting a Pollinator
Garden of native plants at
Adam Ryan Preserve
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Fall Treks and Events
Monday,
Nov. 2

Treks for the Mind: Hard Road West

Tuesday,
Nov. 5

Armchair Trek: Ancient Yuba

Saturday,
Nov. 7

Garden Bar Preserve: River Resources

Thursday,
Nov. 12

Garden Bar Preserve Tour

Tuesday,
Nov. 17

Treks on Tuesday: Sugarloaf

Friday,
Nov.27

Turkey Trek: Litton Trail

Thursday,
Dec. 10

Armchair: Nisenan and Place

Thursday,
Dec. 10

Burton Homestead Preserve Tour

Tuesday,
Dec. 15

Treks on Tuesday: Condon Park

For a full listing of
BYLT’s amazing
Trekking Calendar, visit:
www.bylt.org
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