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MISSION
Bear Yuba Land Trust exists to create
a balance between nature and the
needs of the people who make a life
and a livelihood here. This is our home.
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River Recreation

Seeds of Change

Slice of the Sierra Saved!

Get your day packs ready for
expanded trails and more at the
Land Trust’s 2,700-acre Yuba River
property, Rice’s Crossing Preserve.

Students from Grass Valley Charter
School are learning how small acts
can make the world a better place.

Celebrate 2,000 acres of headwaters
land – Fordyce, Meadow and Sterling
Lakes – now forever protected by
conservation easements.

Our mission is to enrich the deep
community connection with our land—
today, tomorrow, and forever.
Board of Directors
Terry Hundemer
President
Fran Cole
Vice President
Michael Smiley
Secretary
Art Thielen
Treasurer
Andy Cassano

What’s Inside

Rebecca Coffman
Brent Fraser
Letty Litchfield
Bill Stewart
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A Landscape Legacy
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For the Birds

Laura Petersen Land News Editor
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A Boy and His Plants

Land News is a publication of
Bear Yuba Land Trust

Save the Date!

PO Box 1004
Grass Valley, CA 95945
(530) 272-5994
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Bill Trabucco

Ellen Baxter Graphic Design

www.BYLT.org • info@BYLT.org
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Donate to

Land

Support what you love
Wildlife Habitat
Native Plants
Oak Woodlands
Mixed Conifer Forests
Meadows
Sierra Nevada
Headwater Lands
Farms and Ranches
Pollinator Gardens
Nearly 11,000 Acres in
3 Counties Protected
Regenerative Rangeland
Restoration Projects

Erin’s Message
Over the past five years, the Bear and Yuba Watersheds have
captured my heart and soul.
From the vast oak woodlands of Wild Rock Ranch and Garden Bar Preserve in southern
Nevada County to the breathtaking vistas of Fordyce Lake and Upper Rock Lake in the
high Sierra Nevada mountains, the fact is, we live in an amazing place.
These watersheds are within a biological hotspot that not only provides people with
ample outdoor recreational opportunities but also provides refuge for a vast array of
wildlife and plant species endemic to our region. BYLT plays an important role in our
community effort to preserve the rural quality of life that we all cherish.
Now that Autumn has arrived, the landscape will once again be replenished with
a much needed inundation of rainfall and snow; groundwater will be recharged,
ephemeral streams will flow and seasonal wetlands will emerge. BYLT now holds nearly
11,000 acres in conservation easements and fee title preserves. With lands at elevations
ranging from over 8,000 feet down to the Lower Yuba River at 200 feet we see the
broad effects that water has on our landscapes.
Autumn also means that school is back in session. This year we have many exciting
partner projects happening on our preserves. At Rice’s Crossing South, French Bar,
we are partnering with Grass Valley Charter School (GVCS) and California Native Plant
Society (CNPS). Fourth and fifth grade students from GVCS will collect native seeds,
propagate these seeds in their school greenhouse and return to the land to install
the plants in an area previously inundated with Scotch broom. This type of hands-on
learning provides meaningful connections with nature and our local native plants.
Sierra Academy of Expeditionary Learning (SAEL) pioneered a partnership with BYLT in
2013 and continues to use our Preserves as outdoor classrooms for their high school
students. I find it very satisfying to know that through BYLT’s land conservation we are
providing settings for youth to experience nature. Surely some of these students will
continue to advocate for open spaces and wild places as a result.
Soon, many of the high country lands will be under heavy snow, inaccessible until next
spring. Working with PG&E around important reservoirs in the headwaters continues
to be a major part of my work at BYLT and the level of protection we will be able to
provide around these beautiful landscapes is thrilling. Protection from development,
preservation of recreational uses and protection against oil and gas exploration of
these lands are the most important aspects of these land conservation efforts.
Our watersheds will continue to thrive because of the strong community support you
provide and the continued efforts of BYLT Staff and Board to secure funding for critical
landscape conservation. Through these endeavors we will create a landscape legacy of
conservation that will continue in perpetuity. Future generations will surely be thankful.
Erin Tarr is BYLT’s Director of Land Stewardship

Fordyce Watershed

Erin Tarr and daughter, Lyla Blue
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OUTDOOR RECREATION gets a Boost at Rice’s Crossing
In August, California Natural Resources Agency awarded BYLT $312,217
to develop multi-use, public recreation amenities for Rice’s Crossing
Preserve, a 6-mile stretch of the Yuba River.
Over the next two years, 1,500 acres of the 2,700 acre
preserve will be made available for public recreation in
the form of new parking areas for cars and horse trailers,
picnic ramadas, informational kiosks, restrooms and
more than seven miles of new trails.
“This grant is an amazing opportunity for BYLT to
expand our existing trail system along the Yuba River
and provide an educational experience for youth and
adults to learn about
our natural landscapes, “We want visitors
Native American
to know that we
history and the vast
have always had a
water conveyance
system that we all rely on,” said BYLT’s Director of
relationship with
Land Stewardship Erin Tarr.
this land and that
Acquired by BYLT in 2014, Rice’s Crossing Preserve
includes the north fork and main stem of the Yuba
River, located in both Nevada and Yuba counties
between Bullards Bar Reservoir and South Yuba State
Park at Bridgeport and Englebright Reservoir.

we would like to
share the story of
that relationship
with our local
community,”

Improvements add to the existing Yuba Rim Trail
opened to the public in 2015. Above the confluence
Shelly Covert of the Nisenan –
river canyon, the trail offers long distance views of
Nevada City Rancheria.
snow-capped peaks and a moderately challenging hike.

At the southern end, French Bar at Rice’s Crossing opened in April 2016 to the public
for the first time in nearly a century. It’s a place where bear fish for trout, eagles soar
overhead and otters play in the river.
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Nevada City Rancheria Nisenan will work with the Land Trust to develop interpretive
panels addressing Native American and mining history, native flora and fauna and the
nature and dynamics of the Yuba River watershed.
Construction is expected to commence in the spring, with completion anticipated in
the summer and fall of 2017. Stay tuned!

GOOD NEWS FOR BIRDS
This year, 10 nest boxes installed on the Land Trust’s Alan Thiesen Trail, came to life.
BYLT caught up with Kate Brennan, Coordinator of the Bluebird Trails Program for
the Sierra Foothills Audubon Society who originally built and installed the nest
boxes two years ago.
“This year those 10 nest boxes produced 25 fledgling Western Bluebirds, 12 Tree
Swallows, eight Oak Titmouse, and five House Wrens. Several nest boxes had two
successive broods. One box had no nesting activity and we will likely find a new
site for that one to encourage full occupancy next year. The typical sized brood for
Western Bluebirds is four to six hatchlings per nest,” said Brennan.
“Sierra Foothills Audubon Society (SFAS) currently has a total of nine Western
Bluebird trails in Nevada County and two in Placer
County. The final count of
Western Bluebirds fledged from SFAS nest boxes in
Nevada County for this past season was 215, along
with 82 Tree Swallows, 22 Oak Titmouse, 19 House
Wrens, 29 Ash-throated Flycatchers, and seven
Violet-green Swallows. All in all, a pretty good
year.”
In addition, Jessica King and her daughter’s 4H
Meadowlark Club built and donated six Western
bluebird boxes to BYLT to enhance habitat at
Rice’s Crossing Preserve, French Bar!
Bird Photos by Willie Hall

KIDS
making a difference
When Crosbie Walsh was a small boy he gathered green acorns that he called “eggs” and was
dismayed when they started sprouting “worms.” He thought they were spoiled.
But his mom showed him how to plant the acorn and
it grew into a tree. Now, when Crosbie returns home
to Rhode Island, a 45 foot tall oak tree is growing in the
yard from the seed he planted as a child.
The idea of doing great things with a simple act is the
kind of magic Crosbie is trying to instill in the hearts of
young people who visit him in the garden at Grass Valley
Charter School.
“I dream about kids planting that oak tree or buckeye
when they are fourth graders and coming back when
they are 30 years old and saying, ‘Wow, look at the
difference I made.’”
Crosbie is the Garden Coordinator at the school and
comes with a farming background from The Center
of Agroecology at University of California, Santa Cruz.
Besides growing food in the school garden, Crosbie and
his students are embarking on a native plant project that
will restore habitat at BYLT’s Rice’s Crossing at French Bar.
With funding from the Redbud Chapter of the California
Native Plant Society, teachers and students are creating
a native plant propagation facility for habitat restoration
with native plants.
“I think instilling a sense of responsibility and
stewardship is really important,” he said.
The $6,000 grant funded the purchase of 5 propagation
tables, a 16 x 24 foot greenhouse and shade structure.
Rice’s Crossing at French Bar is the school’s first project.

In October, students teamed up with BYLT to plant
native wildflowers such as: Chinese Houses, Tufted
Poppy, Sky Lupine; native perennials such as Purple
Needlegrass, Broadleaf Lupine, Blue Dicks; native
shrubs such as Western Redbud, Hoary Coffeeberry,
California Snowdrop Bush and native trees such as
California Buckeye.

A CARNIVOROUS APPETITE –

a boy and his plants

A Redding High School Senior with a fascination for
carnivorous plants has embarked on a year-long study
that has federal and nonprofit organizations excited up
and down the north state, including BYLT.
During the next year, working with college botany
professors, aspiring biologist Jameison Chilton will travel
to coastal and mountain areas in the north state looking
at seedling morphology to identify significantly different
populations of Darlingtonia californica.

The plants will grow in a 100 by 100 foot space
recently eradicated of invasive plants like Scotch
broom and Himalayan blackberries, eventually
providing food and habitat for local wildlife.

Also called the California pitcher plant, cobra lily or cobra
plant, the rare species of carnivorous plant is native to
Northern California and Oregon and grows in nutrientpoor and ultramafic seeps and bogs with cold running water.

“Animals live on native plants and when non-natives
take over, animals have nothing to eat,” said Lexie
Henneberry, age 9.

Along with seven Forest Service and two Bureau of Land
Management properties, Jameison will visit the 10-acre
Pitcher Plant Fen Preserve, a Land Trust conservation
easement at 5,800 feet elevation, considered the
southern-most range of the species.

“In some places they’re going extinct because
blackberries are growing as far as they can reach.
They keep growing with their evil poking vines,” said
Matthew Ridot, 10.
In September, 48 fourth graders pulled invasive
plants and cleaned up trash as part of SYRCL’s Yuba
River Cleanup at the Bennett Street Grasslands, a
conservation easement BYLT holds on California State
Park land adjacent to Empire Mine.
BYLT is thrilled to work with this next generation of
conservationists!

It’s a site that Professor Barry Rice of Sierra College has
been studying for 15 years. He’s written two books on
carnivorous plants.
Pitcher Plant Fen Preserve is abnormal in that it doesn’t
appear to occur on serpentinite soils and is the only site of
green flowered plants, Darlingtonia californica f.viridiflora
(named by Rice) that can be found in the wild. Across
the native pitcher plant’s range, flowers are always red.
Also at the site, Rice first observed the plant’s pollinator, a
cute little pint-sized ground nesting bumble bee named
Andrena nigrihirta.

Continued on page 7
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2,000
ACRES
of South Yuba Headwaters saved!
Three lakes permanently protected:
Fordyce, Meadow and Sterling
At 7,000 feet elevation in the high Sierra Nevada, three
alpine lakes and 2,000 remote acres of forest and granite
landscapes important to outdoor recreationists are now
permanently protected by Bear Yuba Land Trust (BYLT) on
land owned by Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E).
Fordyce, Meadow and Sterling Lakes are now protected
forever in conservation easements.
The conservation deal was stipulated as part of PG&E’s
bankruptcy settlement in 2003 when the utility
company - considered one of the state’s biggest private
landowners - agreed to permanently protect the

beneficial public values on the watershed lands
associated with its hydroelectric generation facilities.
“ BYLT’s protection of these high elevation reservoirs
is a huge victory for the Sierra Nevada,” said BYLT’s
Director of Land Stewardship Erin Tarr. 
“ The lands we are protecting encompass important
reservoirs in the Sierra Nevada headwaters region.
When BYLT conserves a property it is in perpetuity.
When we think about conservation of critical
landscapes we are thinking of current issues as well
as potential impacts for centuries to come.”
The newly conserved acreage supports habitat for
a diverse range of wildlife including special status
species such as: American martin, Pacific fisher,
Sierra Nevada yellow legged frog, and the elusive
California wolverine, last spotted near Truckee.
BYLT’s conservation easements border one of Tahoe
National Forest’s most popular outdoor meccas,
Grouse Ridge Non-Motorized Area. “Rock crawling”
OHV clubs have popularized the area and Friends
of Fordyce keep a caretaker presence. Year-round
public recreation is permitted such as camping,
fishing and back country skiing. Fordyce Lake is the
largest of the three lakes but more challenging to
access than Meadow Lake. Boy Scouts lease a camp
at Sterling Lake.
The land is considered vulnerable because of its
location within the “Sierra Nevada Checkerboard,” a
mosaic spanning several thousand acres of public
and private ownership shared with Tahoe National
Forest, Nevada Irrigation District, Sierra Pacific
Industries, and private interests dating back to the
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EXPANDED PORTFOLIO
BYLT has saved nearly 11,000 acres
in the Bear River and Yuba River
watersheds.
These are the third and fourth PG&E
projects to close in recent years.
Eight more planning units are
scheduled to move into permanent
protection by 2018, for an additional
10,000 acres.
construction of the transcontinental railroad in
the 1860s.
“The result has been a lack of consistency in land
management and land use patterns. This has caused
fragmentation of the landscape that degrades the
integrity of the watershed for healthy forests and
wildlife habitat,” said BYLT’s Executive Director Marty
Coleman-Hunt.
“If left unprotected, these private parcels of forestland
may be converted to rural sprawl - second home
mansions and commercial resorts - over the next 10 to
20 years. Land trusts offer landowners who care about
conservation an alternative to selling the land to the
highest development bidder,” she said.
Learn more at: www.bylt.org

Continued from
page 5

DO YOU SUPPORT

local food?

Did you know Rancher Jim Gates raises his
cattle on two Land Trust properties – Linden
Lea Ranch and Garden Bar Preserve? The
combination of ranching on Garden Bar
Preserve in the cooler months and irrigated
pastures of Linden Lea Ranch in the dry months,
is the right kind of seasonality.
Jim started his business,
Nevada County Free Range
Beef, with 12 animals eight
years ago. Now he manages
300 to keep up with local
demand.
“I probably feed myself and
500 other Americans,” he said.
Working intimately with the
land means Jim is dedicated
to the health of it. He collects
acorns to help with blue oak
regeneration. He plants perennial grasses and
gives the land time to rest and restore between
grazing periods.
“He knows intimately every land he grazes. He
knows every inch of it,” said BYLT’s Stewardship
Director Erin Tarr. “The most significant thing
about Garden Bar Preserve is the amount of
local food produced there,” she said.
Jim’s cattle are grass fed and grass finished.
They range freely over hundreds of acres of lush
green pasture, enjoy fresh air, warm sunshine
and clean water. They are not given hormones
or antibiotics, their pasture grass is free of

pesticides and the animals are never confined
to a feedlot.

A carnivorous appetite – a boy and his plants
Continued from page 5

Besides water, access to land is the single most
significant constraint of the business. Access to
large, un-fragmented landscapes, like 652-acre
Garden Bar Preserve and 760-acre Linden Lea
Ranch, is key to the success of
the role Jim has devoted his
life to - feeding people.

Research and protection of pitcher plant sites within the Sierra Nevada
is critical as scientists’ concerns about climate change continue to
grow. Already, a site in Quincy is beginning to dry up.

With access to key Land Trust
properties, Jim is able to keep
more animals in one area.
Less transportation means
less stress for the animals. It
also means less stress for Jim.
He is able to streamline his
business.
At times, Jim’ work ethic is
relentless. He works in 100
degree weather with no drinking water, digging
fence lines in the most unforgiving conditions,
often alone. He works from pre-dawn to after
dark and finally eats breakfast when most
people are settling down for bed.
Yet he wouldn’t trade in his lifestyle for anything.
“This is as close to free as I’m ever gonna get and
there’s no price on freedom,” he said.
By supporting land conservation, you support
local food and a healthy community.
Learn more at: http://
nevadacountyfreerangebeef.com/

“We don’t really know what’s going to happen to the hydrology,” Rice said.
Illegal cattle grazing and encroachment of woody vegetation also
threaten this bog plant.

Promise for the future
Jameison’s mom is a nutritionist and his stepdad is an archeologist with
Plumas National Forest. His dad is an avid hiker and when Jameison
was growing up, the two spent a lot of time in the woods, hunting in
the Castle Crags area.
Venus fly traps attracted the boy’s attention at a young age. By the
time he was 12, Jameison was mail-ordering plants.
“I’ll confess I’m a pretty big nerd,” he said.
He now has a home garden of 40 tropical and temperate carnivorous
plants and seedlings.
“I don’t have nearly enough room. Not sure what I’m going to do with
all of them,” he said.
For his research project, Jameison will collect wild seed from as many
locations as possible and carefully study seedling foliage to determine
genetic diversity – and the possibility of new species and subspecies among plant populations from different regions.
Botany Professor Susannah Fulton of Shasta College is giving Jameison
space to conduct his study and house seedlings at the school.
Jameison hopes the data he collects will spur further genetic research
and give scientists clues that could help the plant thrive for the long
term in the face of a changing climate.
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PO Box 1004
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Fun Treks and Events
Sunday
November 13

Pomegranates & Olives in Oregon House

Tuesday
November 15

Armchair Trek:
Jordan Fisher Smith, book release & signing

Thursday
November 17

Treks on Thursday:
BYLT Preserves - Burton

Friday
November 25

Turkey Trek
Burton Homestead

Monday
December 5

Armchair Trek:
The movie “Greenfire”

Sunday
December 11

Persimmons in Oregon House

For a full listing of BYLT’s amazing Trekking Calendar, visit: www.bylt.org

