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By  Erika Seward, Co-Executive Director, Bear Yuba Land Trust

In meetings a year ago with a citizen’s coalition called the Land for Farmers 
Working Group, concerns were raised over the future state of agriculture in our 
region. Two critical organic agricultural producers had left Nevada County due 

to a lack of affordable access to land, and short term leases on private lands made 
it difficult to invest in farming operations. Member organizations Bear Yuba Land 
Trust, Sierra Harvest, and BriarPatch Food Co-op have been working for decades 
to support local agriculture in accordance with their respective missions, but 

realized it was time to take a big step forward as part of this effort - together. And 
so, the Forever Farms Program was born. 

PUTTING THE “UNITY” IN COMMUNITY
 The Forever Farms Program leverages the expertise, skills, resources, and 
community support of these three organizations and its newest contributor, Tahoe 
Food Hub, to ensure the protection of local farmland and allow farmers access to 
land for growing and feeding Nevada County. Modeled after similar programs in 
Maine and elsewhere, the Forever Farms Program aims to get more agricultural 
lands protected in perpetuity using a suite of farmland protection tools, including 
land acquisition, to bolster our local food security. 
 The program was announced in February at the Sierra Harvest Sustainable 

Forever Farms Takes Community Supported 
Agriculture to the Next Level   

PARTNERSHIP BOLSTERS NEVADA COUNTY FOOD
PRODUCTION AND SUPPLY THROUGH LAND SECURITY

Photo submitted by Sierra Harvest
The farm crew of Mountain Bounty Farm wearing face masks and practicing social distancing 
in the field. Farmers are essential workers!

• Forestmanagement
• Pondmanagement
• Rural road maintenance
• Invasive pest management
• Drainage issues
• Soil identification
• Pasture management
• Erosion control
• Wildlife habitat improvement

Nevada County Resource Conservation District
113 PresleyWay, Suite 1, Grass Valley, CA 95945 (530) 798-5529

Visit our website
for more information

or to set up an appointment
www.NCRCD.org
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guidance in the natural
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of their property.
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Food & Farm Conference, and the first acquisition endeavor was revealed: the 
purchase of 37 acres under threat of sale and currently 
leased by Mountain Bounty Farm. The news was met with 
immediate support, including a $350,000 gift from an 
anonymous angel donor and additional contributions that 
helped achieve 60% of the $650,000 fundraising goal.
 On May 8th, amidst a public health crisis and resulting 
disruptions to the food supply chain, Bear Yuba Land Trust 
signed a purchase and sale agreement for the acquisition 
of the property on Birchville Road in North San Juan. The 
property includes 10 cultivated acres that produce over 40 
different crops, a single-family home plus 2,400 square foot 
barn that would be made accessible to the farmers. The 
land sits adjacent to the Pine Grove Reservoir that provides 
the property with irrigation water and fire protection. 
In addition, the parcel has 20 acres of undeveloped woodlands that offers 
opportunities for habitat restoration, trails and other types of agriculture.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
 Bear Yuba Land Trust is currently in escrow and set to close no later than 
October 1, 2020. Once the land is secured, the Land Trust’s role will be to keep 
farmer access to the land affordable, manage the lease, collect fees, pay taxes and 
expenses and ensure compliance with lease terms. Lease revenue will be used by 
Bear Yuba Land Trust for management of the property and lease; any revenue 
earned beyond that will be held in an endowment fund and applied toward other 
Forever Farms program activities.
 John Tecklin, the owner of Mountain Bounty Farm, calls Forever Farms a 
game changer. 
 Mountain Bounty Farm, which will continue with a long-term evergreen lease, 
supplies 850 households from Penn Valley to Reno with fresh, organic produce-
filled Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) boxes each week as well as a variety 
of stores, restaurants, food banks, care centers, schools and markets throughout the 
region. It’s also the second-largest vegetable supplier to the BriarPatch Food Co-op 
in Grass Valley.

“It is built on a long-term vision and 
multi-stakeholder discussion about 

how we protect and steward farmland. 
And it’s local food security for our 

community which, in these times, is 
more important than ever.”

Photo submitted by Gally Amaya
Workers at Mountain Bounty Farm harvest produce for weekly CSA shares.

THE FOREVER FARMS PARTNERS WILL BE IDENTIFYING FUTURE PROJECTS IN THE 
COMING MONTHS, WITH CONTINUED SOLICITATION OF INPUT AND SUPPORT FROM 
THE COMMUNITY. JOIN US IN BUILDING A MORE RESILIENT NEVADA COUNTY BY 
MAKING A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TODAY AT BYLT.ORG/FOREVERFARMS.

 Forever Farms expands the solidarity and definition of Community Supported 
Agriculture beyond production to providing and safeguarding the land, made 
possible by a shared commitment from its partners, community members and 
organizations that have stepped forward to contribute to this first acquisition 
project. 
 Thank you to the 750 individuals and anonymous angel donors who have 
invested over $825,000 in Forever Farms to ensure food and land security in Nevada 
County for generations to come.


