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Philanthropy Committee Structure  
 

 
 

1. Donor and Membership Cultivation 

a. Membership Event    

b. In the Field  

2. Fundraising and Major Events 

a. Open Spaces & Wild Places Gala and Conservation Awards 

3. Community Engagement Outreach   

a. Member newsletter and other communications 

b. Marketing Communications for donor cultivation, membership and fundraising 

events and activities 

c. Roadshows – Living Room or Organization outreach events Roadshows  

d. Advocacy – Government Relations; Cultivation of funding sources 
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Key Stakeholders  

 

 

Aligned organizations and media (to be expanded) 

• Land Trust Alliance 

• Sierra Fund 

• Trust for Public Land 

• The Nature Conservancy 

 

Forever Farms  

• Sierra Harvest 

• BriarPatch Food Co-op 

• Tahoe Food Hub 
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robin@the-milams.com

From: robin@the-milams.com
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 3:02 PM
Subject: Thank you and Food for Thought - BYLT Board Philanthropy Commitment

Fellow BYLT Board Members Philanthropists, 

 

 

 

Food for Thought: 

If you don’t feel like the word Philanthropy fits or is comfortable to you, I submit that given your 
leadership with BYLT (and other organizations) regardless of your financial commitment, you are a 
philanthropist so claim it proudly!  

 

Recently, Erika and I presented to 49er Breakfast Rotary. I introduced myself has Chair of the BYLT 
Philanthropy Committee to which one of their members exclaimed “Whatever that means” and then 
presented us a check. Since then, I have been researching and reflecting on just what does “philanthropy
” mean.   

 

What is Philanthropy?    
I suspect with just opening this email, $$$ money $$$ just popped into your consciousness.  Actually 
philanthropy is a much broader concept.  Think in terms of giving of your Time, Talent, and Treasure to make 
a difference. Also note the difference between Charity

 

and

 

Philanthropy is impact, e.g. Feeding a person fish 
versus teaching them to fish… 

A wonderful site for educators Learning To Give1

  

https://www.learningtogive.org/ provides sage insights:  

 

Philanthropy 
Philanthropy is a critical part of a democratic society. It is different than charity, which focuses on eliminating 
the suffering caused by social problems, while philanthropy focuses on the elimination of social problems. It 
supports projects and endeavors from which we all benefit, such as libraries, museums and scientific research; 
and it also supports efforts that may be too unpopular or controversial to gain the widespread support of the 
general public or the government.   

 

Locally, your philanthropy and that of all our member, donor, volunteer, staff, and partnership stakeholders is 
what provides Bear Yuba Land Trust with the capacity to not only survive but thrive as we are now!

 

 You can 
give yourselves a big hug or pat on the back in appreciation and gratitude now! 

  
 

Definition  
Philanthropy can be broadly defined as love for humankind. It is derived from the Greek words "philos," which 
means loving and "anthropos," which means humankind. A person who practices philanthropy is called a 
philanthropist. 
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The purpose of philanthropy is to improve the wellbeing of humankind by preventing and solving social 
problems. Philanthropy is not the same as charity. Charity focuses on eliminating the suffering caused by 
social problems, while philanthropy focuses on eliminating social problems. For example, giving food to a 
person who is suffering from a famine is charity. The food helps the person for a short period of time, but the 
person will become hungry again in the future. Teaching the person how to grow food is philanthropy 
because it eliminates the social problem causing the person's hunger.  

 

Thus the teaching people to fish analogy or for BYLT:  educating and providing opportunities to conserve, 
protect and adapt practices that contribute to the long term resiliency of our community, natural spaces, 
agricultural lands, farms and food sources.  

 

Importance  
Philanthropy is important because it provides opportunities. Philanthropy supports projects and endeavors that 
may be too unpopular or controversial to gain the widespread support of the general public or the government. 
For this reason, philanthropy is a very important part of a democratic society. Philanthropists do not answer to 
the government or to the public, so are able to freely choose the people and projects to receive their support. 

 

1Specific reference: Catherine Zimmer https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/philanthropy

 

In these times… 

As I write this, our community locally and globally is moving into a period of self (family)-isolation and a fluffy 
white snow is blanketing our property.  The beauty and quiet of the snow reminds me to stay calm, be at 
peace, trust and reach out in new ways to nurture community.   

I am so grateful and appreciative of each of you individually and as an amazing collective. 

Thanks for reflecting and partnering with me. 

Stay warm, safe, healthy and in touch,  

 

Robin  

PROUD Chair of YOUR BYLT Philanthropy Committee 
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