
Dear Friends,

Since 1993, the American Hiking Society has hosted 
National Trails Day, dedicated to recognizing and 
advocating for trails on the federal, state and local 

levels. To commemorate National Trails Day in June, Bear 
Yuba Land Trust joined trail organizations across the nation to celebrate and 
promote all of the amazing ways trails connect us.

For Celebration of Trails 2021, we invited all trail users to choose their own 
adventure on our local trails. Among the ten adventures to choose from was 
an equestrian ride at Blue Point and Black Swan, hikes on the Yuba Rim, Litton, 
Hirschman and South Yuba River Trails and a wheelchair roll on the Sierra 
Discovery Trail. It was incredible to see so many diverse trail users coming 
together to celebrate our most beloved community assets, and it reminded us 
of why we find our role as a recreation leader in our community so meaningful.

Since 1990, we have been diligently building and maintaining new trails within 
our community. Our hard work has paid off, as we have built or actively main-
tained 45+ miles of trails to date. Whether the trail is a popular tourist destination 
or a neighborhood trail, we strive to ensure that our projects are designed to 
accommodate a wide variety of trail users. Regardless of how you recreate, our 
goal is to get you outside and into nature!

We are eternally grateful to our trail adopters, volunteers, partners, and com-
munity supporters. Together, with a common goal to create access to nature 
and connect communities through trails, we have seen great success. Thank 
you for believing in our mission and supporting our work. 

Discover more about our Trails Program at BYLT.org/Trails

See you on the trail,

Erin Tarr, Executive Director

A CELEBRATION OF TRAILS

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUMMER 2021

DONATE TO TRAILS

Bear Yuba Land Trust needs your 
support for trails!

Local trails are an important community 
asset, essential to the rural and scenic 
quality of life in the Yuba and Bear River 
watersheds. With community support 
from volunteers, members, and donors, 
BYLT has built and maintains 45+ miles 
of local trails for all trail users. Your sup-
port for trails allows BYLT to continue 
providing safe, accessible public trails.

Support Trails By...

Becoming a BYLT Member
Join our grassroots movement to 
preserve open space and con-
nect the community to nature 
through trails.

Donating to Trails
Your donation is critical to our 
mission to protect and defend the 
working and natural lands of the 
Bear and Yuba River watersheds.

Volunteering for trail work days
Our trail stewardship team is al-
ways looking for help in the field.

Becoming a Trail Adopter
Monitor trail conditions and help 
with minor maintenance for a 
dedicated trail of your choice.

VISIT BYLT.ORG
DONATE TO TRAILS!

DONATE
TO TRAILS

Scan code with the camera on your phone
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Litton Trail
In 1996, Litton Trail was constructed by Bear Yuba Land Trust 

(then Nevada County Land Trust), the City of Grass Valley, 
private landowners, and many local volunteers. This well-es-

tablished trail meanders through an informal urban greenbelt, 
connecting local residents to businesses, to places of work, 
and education. 

Our community has been loud and clear over the past two years 
that they love this trail too. We raised the $70,000 to repave the 
section of the Litton Trail between Hughes Road and Sierra 
College Drive. We were able to hire Hansen Brothers to com-
plete the work in late May 2021. It is once again safe to be used 
by wheelchairs, strollers, and hikers alike. We want to thank all 
those individuals, businesses, and building owners who donated 
to this effort. A huge thank you to the City of Grass Valley for 
approving use of Measure E funds as well! 

The Litton Trail embodies the goals of our Trails Program—
which strives to develop non-motorized transportation routes to 
connect people to work, schools, shopping, and to nature. This 

trail meets all of these goals and more. Stretching from Hughes 
Road near downtown Grass Valley to past Nevada Union High 
School, Litton Trail provides a much needed and appreciated 
service to the community. 

A new kiosk will soon be installed at the Sierra College Drive 
trailhead with a generous donation from the MEBII Founda-
tion. Thank you to our generous donors who made this project 
possible! ◊

The onset of springtime after a long winter 
signals the start of new beginnings. Flow-
ers begin to bloom, bees buzz and collect 
pollen, and more bird calls can be heard 
from the tree canopies.

This spring, we had the pleasure of host-
ing our first annual NatureFest, an event 
focused on encouraging youth and their 

families to explore the natural world around 
them. On April 24, more than 60 families 
joined us on Cascade Canal, Wolf Creek, 
Alan Thiesen, and Litton Trails. Goody 
bags filled with scavenger hunts, nature 
journals, and stickers were handed out to 
all the eager participants. Through these 
self-guided activities, bright eyes were 
opened to exciting discoveries along the 
trail. We look forward to next year’s event 
and can’t wait to host more families out on 
our beautiful trails! 

History, Connectivity & Leaving a Lasting Legacy

RECAP

2



Bear Yuba Land Trust operates across a 1,000 square mile service area in the Bear 
and Yuba River watersheds. To maximize our impact and continue to grow our 
regional trail network, we work closely with willing landowners to create and 

maintain trail easements. Trail easements are a powerful tool which ensure that public 
access through private lands persists in perpetuity—that the trails you know and love 
are kept open forever!

Through careful planning and landowner communication, BYLT is able to connect 
important trail routes to businesses and schools, as well as create new commuter 
pathways. Expanded trail connectivity offers many benefits to our community, including:

Contiguous pockets of protected wildlife habitat.
Access to nature, improved public health, and safety.
Enhanced community amenities, tourism and economic activity.
Transportation alternatives that reduce traffic, congestion, and air pollution.

Trail Connectivity 
and the Power of Easements

Independence Trail Update
UPDATE

Bill Haire 
Trails Coordinator

Shaun Clarke 
Trails Stewardship Coordinator

As many of you know, our local Indepen-
dence Trail suffered significant damage 
from last year’s Jones Fire. All the wood-
en structures, including the iconic flume 
spanning Rush Creek and the Rush Creek 
Ramp, were consumed by the blaze. Built 
by local volunteers under the vision of John 
Olmsted, this heartfelt endeavor became 
the first wheelchair accessible wilderness 
trail in the nation.

BYLT and our local partners are commit-
ted to rebuild this local treasure. We are in 
the preliminary fundraising and planning 
stage of this project. The estimate to re-
build the trail is $6 million. At this time, we 
are awaiting funding approval from FEMA 
, which would cover a significant portion 
of the expenses. However, BYLT is actively 
raising funds and working with our land 
management partners to secure the bal-
ance, approximately $1.5 million. 

Help us rebuild Independence Trail at 
www.bylt.org/support/donate

We caught up with BYLT Trails staff to hear more about their work building and 
maintaining local trails.

(Q) What inspired you to focus on a career 
in trail stewardship and management? 

Bill: I grew up on a farm in the San Joaquin Valley 
and caring for the land was always something I 
was always exposed to. My father took the family 
camping in the Sierra Nevada, to the National 
Parks and National Forests. The idea of working 
in the forest appealed to me. After getting my 
degree in Forestry [at Humboldt State University], 
I spent 34 years working in the National Forests 
of California.

Shaun: The relationship between people and 
the natural world has always been fascinating 
to me. We have the natural world which can be 
sensitive to human impacts and we have people 
that want to use these spaces for various reasons. 
I am thrilled to work with an organization that 
works with the public to protect and steward 
these lands and trails.  

(Q) What does a typical workday look like 
for you?

Bill: Organizing and leading volunteers in trail 
construction is one type of a “typical workday”. 
It is my job then to monitor the work, ensure 
that it is done correctly, instruct newer or less 
experienced persons on how to build the trail, 
give suggestions, etc. and be a coach. They all 
take such pride in what they are doing. Seeing 
the finished product, the trail they have built 
and their ownership in the trail beats any com-
pliments I can hand out. 

Shaun: A typical work day for me depends on 
the time of year. We only build trails when there 
is adequate soil moisture. Some years the soil 
moisture window is quite long and other years 
the soils dry out quite rapidly. In the spring is 
when I work with trail adopters on vegetation 
management. There is a big push to get our 
trails trimmed and cut back in the spring before 
everything dries out and gets too hot. In the sum-
mer is when we work on grants, spreadsheets, 
correspond with trail adopters, and get caught 
up on office work.

(Q) What is one of the biggest challenges 
you have overcome since working on trail 
projects with BYLT?

Bill: Securing easements, permits, and funding 
necessary before any trail can be constructed is 
always a huge challenge. At this time, it appears 
that we have everything necessary to build the 
Sugarloaf Trail, working with the City of Nevada 
City, we are finalizing the grant requirements. I 
have been working on this trail project for almost 
10 years now, and at last, it appears that it may 
become a reality.

Shaun: One of the challenges I have overcome 
is learning to be patient. Many of our projects 
involve working with other groups and it can take 
time to get the proper approvals and permits 
before work can begin. The planning can be 
slow and time consuming and I have learned 
to just take a deep breath and relax and know 
it will all work out. 

(Q) What is one trail project that you are 
most excited to be a part of?

Bill: The Hirschman Trail, because the idea began 
with the neighbors, the developer and the City 
[of Nevada City] were open to the idea, and 
working together we were able to secure grant 
funds to develop the trail, now one of the most 
popular and well-used trails in the area.

Shaun: The rebuild of the Independence Trail 
has potential to be a fun project because of the 
history and location of the trail alignment. Sug-
arloaf trail in Nevada City is going to be amazing 
and a real landmark trail for the community. 

(Q) If you could give advice to any trail user, 
what would it be? 

Bill: Please follow the rules: if you have a dog, 
keep it on a leash, do not cut switchbacks, keep 
your voice low, listen to the sounds and see the 
sights, and put that phone away.

Shaun: Be nice and consider the health and well 
being of the ecosystem, the trail, the land, other 
trail users, and surrounding property owners. 
Treat others how you would like to be treated. ◊
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Are you interested in becoming a trail adopter?

Contact Trails Stewardship Coordinator 
Shaun Clarke for more information!
shaun@bylt.org • (530) 272-5994 x 203

 David Kemph 
Yuba Rim Trail Adopter

“The Bear Yuba Land Trust helps preserve unimpeded 
migration routes of wildlife and hopefully my efforts 
on the trails will help preserve unimpeded migration 
routes of people.”

 Jeff Dekay-Bemis
Cascade Canal Trail Adopter

“I started volunteering for BYLT in 2019 after reading 
“The Overstory” by Richard Powers, which inspired 
me toward environmental activism. When the offer 
came from Shaun Clarke to adopt the Cascade 
Canal Trail, I thought I’d just dive in, and have been 
rewarded again and again by the experience of the 
beauty of the trail in all seasons and by the heartfelt 
thanks received from the community.”

 Bicyclists of Nevada County
Deer Creek Tribute Trail Adopter

“BONC is committed to responsible mountain biking, 
preservation and improvement of riding opportunities, 
cooperation with other interest groups and the 
education of cyclists and non-cyclists alike.”

 Amee Medeiros 
Litton Trail Adopter

“Adopting the Litton Trail was simple! It provides 
a wonderful activity not only for my family, but 
also for our friends at the Neighborhood Center 
of the Arts. The Litton trail is right out our studio 
doors. We have a great team of volunteers at the 
Neighborhood Center who also rake, sweep and 
collect trash. They enjoy the walk as it’s ADA and 
nicely shaded by the beautiful oaks.”

 Ray Bryars
Cascade Canal Trail Adopter

“I love the feeling of accomplishment and the fact that 
we are creating a legacy for the community. Once 
the trails are built, our children and their children 
will be able to enjoy them forever.”

 Brian McFarren
Deer Creek Tribute Trail Adopter

“I like taking care of our trail; The [Deer Creek] 
Tribute Trail is important to our community.”

 Joe Riley 
Litton Trail Adopter

“I became a Litton Trail adopter because I bike 
commute many of the BYLT trails, the opportunity 
knocked and I can now give my time as a volunteer.”

 Jim Line
Bailey Trail Adopter

“I’m grateful that Peace Lutheran Church of Grass Valley 
adopted the Bailey Trail, and I’m glad to help keep it 
beautiful for the many people who faithfully use it!”

 Laura Petersen, Hiking for Good
Yuba Drop Trail Adopter

“I believe everyone has a responsibility to be good 
stewards and advocates for nature. That’s why 
Hiking For Good adopted the Yuba Drop Trail. We 
want to do our part and keep our trails beautiful.”

 Odin Medeiros-Riley 
Litton Trail Adopter

“My mom and dad inspired me by volunteering and 
adopting the Litton Trail. I like helping and picking 
up trash on the trail.”

 Kent Cooper
Orene Wetherall Trail Adopter

“As a hiker and regular user of the Orene Wetherall 
Trail, I wanted to give back and do my small part to 
help preserve it and provide enjoyment for others. I 
think this trail is one of the best BYLT trails!”

Trail Adopters Care!
Bear Yuba Land Trust’s Trail Adopters are a dedicated group who steward and maintain local 
trails. Find out more about some of our volunteers and why they became Trail Adopters! 

J and J Mortgage“
A WORD FROM OUR SPONSOR

This year, as a company, we were looking for opportunities to 
reinvest back into our amazing community. We jumped at the 
opportunity to sponsor Bear Yuba Land Trust because we love 
the natural beauty of our area and feel it is our responsibility, as 
a community, to protect it. Bear Yuba Land Trust does a great job of this. We felt es-
pecially drawn to sponsoring a trail due to the damage of Independence Trail during 
last year's wildfire season. Independence Trail is such an awesome way to explore 
nature and we want it to be around for generations to come. We are proud to be a 
partner with Bear Yuba Land Trust and the incredible work they do in our community. 
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